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STATES FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE 



SOCIALISTS the world over have al- 
ways felt that there could be no 
such thing as democracy where one-half 
of the adult population are denied the 
ballot. As a matter of course, therefore, 
they have always fought for the ballot 
for woman. 

The 191 2 national platform of the So- 
cialist Party, repeating the demand of all 
previous Socialist Party platforms, de- 
clared for, "Unrestricted and equal suf- 
frage for men and women." This decla- 



ration is to be found in all state platforms 
of the Socialist Party. 

More than this; the Socialist Party de- 
mands, in its constitution, Art. II, Sec. 1, 
that in order to be eligible for member- 
ship in the party the applicant must be- 
lieve in "unrestricted political rights for 
both sexes." Socialists not only believe 
that women should have the right to vote, 
but that they should enter actively into 
the administration of public affairs. The 
resolution on this subject adopted by the 
1912 Socialist Party convention reads as 
follows : 



"Whereas, An increasing number of 
women are taking part in industrial ac- 
tivity, so that they are today an important 
factor in economic and social life, and are 
thereby qualifying themselves for partici- 
pation in political administration; there- 
fore be it 

"Resolved, That the Socialist Party 
deems women entitled equally with, men 
to be nominated for and elected to public 
office, so that they may help manage our 
common affairs." 

In accord with the general position of 
the Socialist movement, Victor L. Berger, 
the first Socialist congressman, presented 



in congress a resolution for a constitu- 
tional amendment providing for woman's 
suffrage. This he later backed up by a 
monster petition, one of the largest peti- 
tions ever presented to congress, signed 
by 109,582 individuals and by organiza- 
tions representing about 7,500 more — a 
total of 116,582. Meyer London, the So- 
cialist elected to the present congress 
from New York City, will continue this 
work. 

During the past winter the 31 Socialist 
legislators elected to 13 state legislatures 
have worked unceasingly for unrestricted 
political rights for both men and women. 



The Socialist movement, therefore, has | 
been a big factor in winning political as 
well as economic rights for woman, until j 
now almost one-half of the area of the 1 
United States is included in the woman | 
suffrage states. The eleven western i 
states where the women now enjoy the | 
right of suffrage are Kansas, Montana, | 
Wyoming, Colorado, Idaho, Utah, Arizo- 1 
ona, Nevada, Washington, Oregon and | 
California. In six of these states there 1 
are Socialist legislators. Socialists also sit 
in the state legislature of Illinois where the 
women have full municipal and partial 
county, state and federal suffrage. A great 



Socialist-Suffrage campaign is low being 
waged in the four eastern states of Mass- 
achusetts, New York, New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania. The Socialist organizations 
in these states have entered enthusiastic- 
ally into this struggle. 

This special Socialist-Suffrage Edition 
of The American Socialist is being issued 
as an aid to win full suffrage for women in 
these four states. It is hoped that this 
issue will prove an inspiration to all who 
read it, and become an encouragement to 
lenewed and greater activity in this great 
cause which will usher in the dawn of 
Socialism. 



Men of Four States to Vote on 
Question of Giving Bailot to 
Women— Sooialists Are Busy 

n — — ■ ' — — 
By WILLIAM MORRIS FEIGENBA UM 

AMENDMENTS to the constitutions of four states, which, if 
passed, will grant the suffrage to women, are up for popu- 
lar vote this Fall. In New Jersey, the men will vote Oct. 19. 
In Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and New York, it is on the regu- 
lar election day that the question is to be voted on. It is conceded 
by all that in each State, there is a good fighting chance for vict- 
ory, but in no State is there the certainty of a walk-over that is 
calculated to cause the work ♦ 
ers to lay down their weapons 
and wait for the counting of the 
ballots. Therefore, in each 
State, there is a vigorous cam- 
paign that will not flag until 
the moment before the polls 
open. 

New Jersey is not the critical 
State, but in a certain sense, it 
is particularly interesting. Pres- 
ident Wilson will go home to 
cast his vote on the special elec- 
tion day, and on that day, the 
mystery of his stand upon the 
question of Suffrage will be fin- 
ally dissipated. There are plen- 
ty of people who have no minds 
of their "own," and who" will vote 
according to two things. If 
the amendment carries in New 
Jersey, and if the President is 
in favor of it. these men might 
be constrained to do what their 
thinking processes have not 
otherwise led them to do. 

Therefore it Is that especial ef- 
forts are being made in New Jersey 
to make the impression that will 
give the final Impetus to the amend- 
ment in the three other States. It 
is the opinion of all that if the vote 
is favorafole in the first State, it 
will carry in New York, if not in 
Pennsylvania and Massachusetts. 

Wilson Attitude Comical. 

President Wilson has assumed on 
the question of Suffrage an attitude 
that is supposed to be dignified re- 
serve, but that in reality is almost 



Circulate This Issue 

Bundle orders of this Socialist- 
Suffrage Edition of The American 
Socialist may be secured at the rate 
of 50 cents per 100; $1 for 200; $2.50 
for 500, and $5 for 1,000. In spite 
of the fact that this just covers the 
cost of publication The American 
Socialist will duplicate your order 
with a bundle of leaflets that will 
be sent to you free of charge. These 
leaflets are listed in the advertise- 
ment on page four. 

If you want to help the fight for 
suffrage in the four campaign states 
by making a cash contribution, the 
papers will be immediately forward- 
ed to Theresa S. Malkiel, head of 
the Socialist Suffrage Campaign 
Committee at New York City, and 
she will see that they are distribut- 
ed where they will do the most good. 
The greatest Socialist argument for 
woman's suffrage ever published^ 
appears in this issue of The Amer- 
ican Socialist. Read these articles 
and be convinced: 

EUGENE V. DEBS. — "Women And 
Their Fight For Freedom." 

MAX S. HAYES. — "To The Work- 
ing Men of the United States." 

PAULINE M. NEWMAN. — "Wo- 
man Suffrage — A Step Nearer So- 
cialism." 

EMIL SEIDEL. — "Clear Away the 
Rubbish." 

JOSEPHINE CONGER-KANEKO. 
—"The Tragedy of Tied Hands." 

FREDA HOGAN.— "Suffrage for 
All Workers." 

HARRY W. LAIDLER. — "A Study 
in Reaction." 

THERESA S. MALKIEL. — "The 
Socialist-Suffrage Campaign." 

GERTRUDE BRESLAU FULLER. 
—"Votes for Women-— A chance to 
increase political power of the work- 

C1 META L. STERN. — "A Vote for 
Mrs. Pat. O'Hagan." 

William Morris Feigenbaum tells 
about the campaign. 

Ryan Walker has a cartoon, "Hen- 
ry Dubb puts his wife Henrietta 
Dubb on a Pedestal." 

And after you have read this great 
argument, do something to see that 
the message reaches numerous other 
workers. 



comical. He claims that he has a 
personal opinion on the question, 
as he is, (a) the Leader of the Na- 
tion, and (b) the Leader of His Par- 
ty, and as such, he is bound by the 
platform of his party. At one of the 
five audiences that were given to the 
women, when they attempted to get 
hi3 personal views, one of the wo- 
men told him that he did not seem 
to be particularly bound by the plat- j 
form of his party in the matter of 
Canal Tolls, in which important mat- 
ter he took a view opposite to that 
of the platform. Upon which he 
showed the superiority of his mas- 
culine logic by telling the woman 
very politely to mind their own busi- 
ness. There are many who are un- 
kind enough to say that Mr. Wilson 
dare not antagonize the Southern 
Bourbons, who are supreme in his 
Party, by openly avowing his belief 
in suffrage, nor dare he openly 
avow his disbelief for fear of an- 
tagonizing the groat mass of those 
who are intelligently in favor of 
suffrage. 

But however that may be, the 
President's announced attitude when 
he finally casts his vote, his opinion 
of the enfranchisement of women, 
will have a very marked influence 
upon many thousands of voters who 
are not intelligent enough to do 
their own thinking, but who must 
be on the band wagon. 

The usual Suffrage campaign is 
on in all four of the States. The 
usual devices are used. Street meet- 
ings are held. The vast mass of 
the intelligent men and women of 
the States are in favor, and some of 
the brightest minds of the popula- 
tion are active in the canvass. The 
Governor of Pennsylvania is the 
former superintendent of schools of 
Philadelphia, Dr. Andrew Brum- 
baugh, and is enthusiastic for suf- 
frage. Governor Whitman of New 
York whose wife is a campaigner, 
is ardently for suffrage, as is Mayor 
Mitchell of New York. There is 
practically no public man or woman 
of the slightest importance who is 
not in favor of the suffrage. 

Times Logic Is Silly. 

There are, of course, the lugu- 
brious editorials in The New York 
Times, but their "logic" is so deli- 
ciously silly that one is tempted to 
say that they are written by the 
kind of women whose reasoning the 
Times seems to think is character- 
istic of womankind in generaly. Out- 
side of the few newspapers that 
warm over the dead arguments 
against democracy in general, and 
call them arguments against wo- 
man suffrage, beside the few fossil- 
ized clergymen and soldiers who 
break into print, the whole of the 
active intelligent life of the coun- 
try is. either working for suffrage, 
or it is going to vote for it. And 
this does not exclude the peculiar- 
ly silly activities of those hybrid 
organizations that carry on cam- 
paigns against suffrage. Their ar- 
guments, solemnly printed by the 
Times, are so foolish that replies 
are never necessary to refute them. 

There is but one danger to suf- 
frage. That is the inertia of those 
wh'o think that what Is, ought to 
be. It can be said with safety that 
the vast majority of those who have 
thought intelligently upon the ques- 
tion all are in favor of suffrage. If 
the inertia of millions of voters can 
be overcome, the amendments in all 
four states will have easy sailing, 
but the fun of the campaign is to 
overcome that inertia. That is what 
the campaign is all about. 

A peculiar feature of the canvass 
in New York is the fact that it is 
tied up with an ungodly new Con- 
stitution that a bunch of political 
pirates under Elihu Root is palming 
off on the people. It was only after 
the greatest efforts had been exert- 
ed by the suffrage organizations that 
the Convention, the most reactionary 
group of men " New York has seen 
in many years, "permitted the voters 
to vote on the suffrage question 



separately from the constitution in 
general. 

Socialists Work Hard. 

The Socialists in all four states 
are working hard for the success of 
suffrage. In New York, there is a 
State organization and a City com- 
mittee. The Woman's State Corres- 
pondent is Mrs. Mary G. Schonberg, 
a young woman radiating with ener- 
gy, who has just put through a most 
remarkably successful trip up-State 
for Socialism and suffrage. She re- 
ports that the one topic of discus- 
sion in the backwoods is suffrage. 
If that is so, the prospects for suc- 
cess are rosy; the one foe is in- 
difference. 

Party Is Awakened. 

Pauline M. Acwman, known 
wherever there are struggles of the 
workers for advancement, recently 
concluded a two months' tour of the 
State that not only made wonderful 
propaganda for suffrage, but also, 
and incidentally, did a great deal 
in reviving interest among our own 
Comrades in the Party organization 
where it had been allowed to go to 
sleep. 

There are innumerable other 
speakers, routed from citie3 and 
towns that keep the State aroused 
over the relation of Socialism to 
suffrage. The New York Call hats 
put in a new daily department, 
"Votes for Women," brilliantly 
edited by Mrs. Meta L. Stern, one of 
the ablest and best beloved of the 
Socialists of Now Ycrk, in addition 
to the weekly Woman's Sphere, edi- 
ted as ably for the -past five years 
by Anita C. Block. 

The Socialists of the Greater City 
have organized a flying campaign 
committee headed by Mrs. Theresa 
Malkiel, with Alma Krieger, Miss 
Tracy D. Mygatt and Fannie Withes- 
spoon as her assistants. This com- j 
mittee holds hundreds of meetings j 
all over the city, and the interest ' 
aroused is intense. j 

A rather humerus incident of the ! 
campaign' is the sudden discovery i 
by the bourgeois press that the So- j 
cialist Party not only says that it ! 
believes in the political equality of \ 
the sexes, but practices it. The 
Socialists have nominated three wo- 
men in Brooklyn for office, some- 
thing that has been done every year 
for five^ or more years. But the 
press has just found it out, and 
Annie Wright, candidate for countj 
clerk; Dr. Ida Hermann, candidate 
for Alderman, and Mrs. W. M. Fei- 
genbaum, candidate for Assembly, 
are being bombarded with queries 
as to whether they can be candidates 
and cooks and housekeepers at the 
same time. As all three women are 
mothers and professionals, as all 
three of them are active in the Par- 
ty and have been- for many years, 
they are having a great laugh at 
the expense of the press, and are 
making good propaganda out of their 
sudden notoriety. 

In these, and in many other ways, 
the Socialists and the suffragists 
are hammering away at the voters. 
They hope to win this year. The 
chances are bright. But if they do 
not, it Avill be next time, and mean, 
while, there will have been the ex- 
cellent propaganda for Suffrage and 
Socialism, . as well as the glorious 
fun of a great campaign. 




FIGHT 



By EUGENE V. DEBS 



PUSH PHILOSOPHY, Chicago Teachers In Victory 

Over Piute School Board-Big 
Business Interests Stunned 



By LINCOLN PH/FER 

THERE can be no doubt about it, 
the world is groaning 'better. 



N FOUR of the great states of this nation the question of 
woman's enfranchisement will be decided at the polls this 
fall and surely no socialist in any stute who has any proper con- 
ception of what woman suffrage nv.-uns to socialism, will hesitate 
to throw himself with all his heart 'into this battle for woman's 
political emancipation. 

All the powers of political darkness, all the agencies of econ- 
omic despotism, every enemy of human progress, opposes equal 
suffrage, for they know — if the worker does not. that an aroused, 
enfranchised, enlightened womanhood will ultimately sweep into 
oblivion every agency of human oppression that today blocks the 
way to the emancipation of the race, and by the same token every 
human being that love^ justice, every; son of toil who hopes for the final 
economic salvation of his fellows, every lover of human liberty, should 
support the cause of equal suffrage with all the enthusiasm and power at 
hia command. 

* « ♦ * 

NO SOCIALIST can oppose woman's politiea'l freedom or remain in- 
different'to it and yet justify the ballot in his own hands. By all the 
power of the love he bears the woman who gave him birth, the woman 
who shares his daily life, the sister or the sweetheart at his side, the 
worker is in duty bound to battle for her political freedom as he would 
for his own. v 

The pleading hands, the wan faces and the Insterless eyes of two mil- 
lion child slaves — beseech the workers for the enfranchisement of tihe 
motherhood of the race. 

The womanhood of America is pleading for the ballot that the three 
hundred thousand of their sisters who annually go down to hell to satis- 
fy the lusts of men may be saved through better social and economic 
conditions. These helpless, ' hopeless- viUi.iie of our insane industrial sys- 
tem are tho daughters of the sons of toil; they are your sisters and my- 
sisters, and their degradation is upon our heads. 

They are helpless to save themselves or the millions of innocents 
who must follow them. 

* . * * * 

WOMAN WILL be as moral as she cm; man as moral as he most, 
so let uo arm those we love with the ballot, in the full knowledge and 
faith that they will learn to use it in their own seli-defeuse, and for the 
preservation of the race. 

Today, under- tho dire compulsi6n of economic necessity, capitalism 
has forced eight million women into the ranks of the wage-earners. Every 
woman wage-earner displaces some man and he joins the ever-increasing 
army of the unemployed. In ninety-nine cases out of one hundred the un- 
employed men is disfranchised through hiu unemployment. This very 
statement of fact ought to drive every socialist into the equal suffrage 
campaign une'er a full head of steam. Lot the worker answer his own 
disfranchisement by pasting the ballqt to his sister, wife, or mother who 

has unwillingly taken his place on the industrial battlefield. 

* * * * 

Universal equal suffrage is the worker's only political salvation; it 
is his economic salvation as well, for with tha women will finally rest the.' 
question of whether America shall be a naticn of industrial serfs or at 
Nation of Free Men and Women. 



AS long as the plutes control the 
job and the markets they will also 
control the government. 



WHAT would be the result if the 
workers learned from the plutes to 
get their's at the point of a gun? 



IT may be that the capitalists 
keep within the law; but this means 
that the worker is without the law. 



By J. L. ENGDAHL 

CHICAGO'S militant school teachers have won their first big 
victory in the present clash with the big business board of 
education by securing an injunction against the school board 
stopping the enforcement of the rule seeking to oust teachers be- 
longing to labor unions. 

It is appropriate that the an * 
nounccment of this great suc- 



gan to prepare for their own pro 
tection, by voting the Socialist tick 
et 



ENGLAND is to assess a tax on 
all incomes of $14 and over per 
week. Almost as bad as conscrip- 
tion. 



PREPAREDNESS for war would 
mean a half billion more dollars 
for Morgan — and a great deal less 
for you. 



THE politicians are saying that 
President Wilson is cold. And this 
in spite of their efforts to make it 
hot for him. 



YES, Rockefeller and the miners 
are partners. They do everything 
and he gets everything. They ao 
the work and he does them. 



THE plutocrats permit you to el- 
ect their choice of several to pub- 
lic office, and then order the man 
elected to bring them your hide. 



HOLLAND is to grant women the 
ballot. That is better than "grant- 
ing" men the bullet, as they are 
doing in other European countries. 



KEIR HARDIE 
IS DEAD 

James Kier Hardie, another 
Socialist martyr of the present 
war in Europe, died Sunday, 
Sept. 26, of pneumonia in Glas- 
gow, Scotland. Hardie was a 
member of parliament and re- 
cognized as the leader of the 
peace movement among British 
Socialists. 

It was his valiant struggle 
against the -war mania that 
wrecked his health so that he 
has been practically an. invalid 
for months. 

Hardie was born in Scotland, 
Aug. 15, 1856, and worked un- 
derground as a pit boy and pit 
man from the age of 7 until he 
was 24. He early became act- 
ive in the trade union and So- 
cialist movements and was first 
elected to parliament in 1892. 
Hardie toured the United States 
under the auspices of the So- 
cialist Party during the presi- 
dential campaign of 1912. Hardie 
will take his place beside Jean 
Jaures as one of the martyrs of 
the Socialist movement in the 
struggle against the present 
European war. American So- 
cialists join their grief with that 
of the Socialists of the world in 
this great loss. 



Governor Carlson, of Colorado, is 

showering denunciation on Frank 
P. Walsh. It was Governor Carl- 
son who appointed a coal company 
attorney to try John R. Lawson and 
railroad him to the penitentiary for 
life. Carlson probably has cause 
to rave considering the manner in 
which Walsh exposed him as a cor- 
poration lackey. 

The following States are still 
without workmen's compensation 
laws. It will be noticed that they 
largely comprise the reactionary 
South: Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgna, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, Arkansas, 
New Mexico, Utah, Idaho, North and 
South Dakota, Missouri, Delaware 
and Kentucky. 

It seems to be a settled fact that 

Joe Bailey, who was exposed as a 
Standard Oil servant while acting 
as United States Senator from Texas 
will hurl his sombrero into the rins 
for his old position. Joe thinks 'he 
can cover up his oily relationships 
by a big "stop thief cry against so- 
1 cialism. He thinks he can scare 
| the voters to a point where they will 
! hail him as the saviour who will 
make a chopping-block of the "red 
spectre." Needless to t-ay, the So- 
cialists of Texas are delighted. 

. In Finland quite a number of So- 
cialist members of Parliament have 
been arrested by the Russian au- 
thorities and thrown into prison at 
helsingt'ors. Many other members 
of Parliament and citizens prominent 
in all parties have crossed into Swe- 
den to escape arrest and imprison- 
ment. They say the Russian ruling 
class is going mad at the defeats 
administered by the Germans and 
is taking revenge out of everybody 
who appears too helpless to resist. 

Oscar Ameringcr, the well-known 
Socialist party speaker, was hasten- 
ing to Toronto to deliver and ad- 
dress on the subject of socialism, but 
was turned back at the border, hav- 
ing neglected to provide himself 
with a passport to prove, when 
challenged, that his dialect was not 
"made in Germany." Oscar is such 
a good-natured chap that he didn't 
let the incident worry him to the 
point of creating further interna- 
tional complications to establish his 
"rights." 



SAVE JOE HILL 



Because every one of its read- 
ers wants to join in the fight 
- to save the life of Joe Hill, now 
i facing death at Salt Lake City, 
i Utah. The American Socialist 
• ; has sent a telegram to Governor 
; Spry as follows: 

Chicago, 111., Sept. 28, 1915. 
Governor Spry, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

Speaking for its two hundred 
thousand readers, The Amer- 
ican Socialist, official organ of 
the national Socialist Party, 
adds its voice to the growing 
demand for a new trial for Joe 
Hill. There is no disputing the 
fact he has been unjustly con- 
demned to death and yon should 
do your part to see that justice 
is done. 

THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, 
J. L. Engdahl, Editor. 

Judge O. N. Hilton, who ar- 
gued Hill's case before the Utah 

, btate supreme court and the 
board of pardons, declares, "I 
,say without the slightest hesi- 
tation that the trial which re- 
sulted in Hill's conviction was 
the most unjust, wicked and 
farcical travesty on justice that 
h$s ever occurred in the West." 

If the rising wave of protest 
is not powerful enough to save 
Joe Hill, he will be shot to 
death, Oct. 1, by five assassins 
standing behind a black screen, 
too miserably abject and de- 
testable to make their coward- 
ly identity known. For the mur- 
der of this brave agitator in the 
cause of laibor, who has strug- 
gled manfully and courageous- 
ly in many battles of the work- 
ing class in the West, these 
bloody executioners will each 
receive $40. That is capital 
punishment as it threatens to 
slay another member of the 
. working class in the state of 
Utah under the stars and stripes. 
After reading this and if there 
is yet time you should imme- 
, ddately wire or mail your pro- 
test to Governor Spry, Salt Lake 

i City, Utah. 



SAID the monkey to the polecat: 
"I hate to speak of such things, but 
you smell to me like you were 
soured." Same with Rockefeller in 
Colorado. 



ROCKEFELLER is a cat. He is 
now playing with the Colorado 
mice, but it will not be long before 
he unsheaths his claws and shows 
his fangs. 



IT is high time the workers be- : cess should appear in the Social- 
ist-Suffrage Edition of The 
Ame:ican Socialist. The Chica- 
go Teachers' Federation is prob- 
ably the best fighting organiza- 
tion of working women in the 
United States. It was a great 
factor in securing partial equal 
THERE are to be no more free suffrage in Illinois, 
born Americans. Every child now f^e big business interests of 
comes saddled with a big public I Chicago are stunned for the time 
debt " 'being by this victory of the 

teachers. They did not suspect 
that it was possible for the 
teachers to use the injunction, 
the favorite weapon of the ex- 
ploiters against the workers, in 
winning their rights. But the 
conspiracy of the servile board 
of education against the teach- 
ers' "federation was so evident 
that even the capitalist court 
was compelled to rule against 
the edict of the schoo 1 board. 

The court decided that the state's 
attorney of Cook County (Chicago) 
had a right to join in the teachers' 
suits on behalf of the people against 
the school board. The court also 
ruled that if the pernicious school 
board rule were enforced no teach- 
er could belong to any of the fol- 
lowing organizations: the National 
Educational Association, the Illi- 
nois State Teachers' Association, 
the Chicago Teachers' Federation, 
the American Federation of Labor, 
or the Chicago Federation of Labor. 
This rule, the court declared, is ar- 
bitrary, unreasonable, oppressive, il- 
legal, contrary to public policy and 
void. It declared that the board of 
education cannot create a monopoly 
by limiting the classes of citizens 
as provided in this rule, which it 
may employ or refuse to employ. 
Sleight of Hand Fails. 
With this injunction in force the 
Chicago teachers now have the same 
rights they had before the school 
board passed the anti-labor rule. 

The petty tools of big business 
in the offices of the board of educa- 
tion tried to "put one over" on the 
teachers even while the bill for the 
injunction was being heard in court. 
An effort was made to send out 
pledges to the 7,500 teachers, de- 
manding that they state whether 
they were members of the outlawed 
organizations, before the injunc- 
tion could be secured. This at- 
tempt was promptly squelched. In 
bringing the matter to the atten- 
tion of the court the attorney for 
the teachers said: 

"For 30 years I have been prac- 
tising law — not sleight of hand. If, 
while the court is hearing argu- 
ments and considering whether It 
is right or wrong to send out these 
pledges, the board of education is 
sending them out, so when the court 
decides the latter it will make no 
difference what that decision is, be- 
cause whether right or wrong, the 
thing will have been done, then the 
board cannot be too severely con- 
demned. 

"The administration of justice 
should not* be reduced to a mere 
game of either chance or skill or 
physical speed. If the humblest 
litigant should, in the parlance of 
the street, attempt to 'beat the court 
to it' he might encounter serious 
consequences. That a governmen- 
tal body should try such a trick is 
inconceivable. That an educational 
board should do it is worse. That 
it should adopt the most effective 
of educational methods, that is pre- 
cept and example, makes it worse 
still. Think of the board of educa- 
tion, by its example, teaching the 
children, the citizens of the next 
generation, to circumvent the courts 
and law!" 

School Board Lawyers Busy. 

It was declared that the school 
board was trying to amend its out- 
, law rule to make it apply only to 



WHAT is the matter with the 
workers, anyhow? They are not 
enlisting in spite of business men 
making a pretence of going into 
military training. 



WHAT a spectacle! Lawson in 
jail and Rockefeller kissing the 
surviving innocents of Ludlow! A 
stronger object lesson of infamy it 
would be hard to devise. 



LET them issue all the war bonds 
they may choose. It will merely be 
wasting the money of the rich ra- 
ther than of the poor, as intended, 
because they will be repudiated. 



THEY tell us times are improv- 
ing, because munitions-of-war stocks 
are advancing. It means only that 
some are getting rich through the 
murder and robbery of the many. 



.he teachers' federation and not the 
other organizations. But this move 
was forestalled by the court's in- 
junction. The school board lawyers 
are now planning to appeal to a 
higher court, where they hope to 
exert greater influence. 

That the Chicago teachers realize 
their fight is the fight not only of 
the teachers of the land but of the 
entire working class is shown in 
the "Foreword" in the first issue of 
their "Bulletin" that has just made 
its appearance. It says: 

"The attack upon the teachers of 
Chicago is a part of the general 
campaign which is being fought — 
under cover — against the rising 
tide of democracy. 

"It reveals the dearest ambitions 
of the financial feudal lords of 
America who have agreed upon one 
economic and political principle. 
That looks to the control of the 
public school system of the 
try." 

"We intend to show that the cam-' 
paign against the Chicago Teachers' 
Federation is the result of a crim- 
inal conspiracy. We intend to make 
clear the devious maneuvers by 
which the beneficiaries of special 
privilege acting through their agents 
in the Chicago school board, in the 
executive offices of the government 
of Chicago, in the senate of the 
state of Illinois, have acted in sing- 
ular concert." 

Letters are published in the "Bul- 
letin" showing hew former 
"friends" of the teachers' federa- 
tion on the school board suddenly 
became its worst enemies. The 
teachers ask, "What happened to 
change this feeling." 

Nation's Teachers Aroused. 
In the meantime the teachers of 
the nation are becoming aroused. 
Plans are being made to send issues 
of The American Socialist, telling 
about the fight in Chicago, to all 
the teachers of Grand Rapids, Mich.; 
Minneapolis, Minn., and other cities. 
Enthusiastic letters arrive with 
every mail complimenting The Amer-* 
ican Socialist on its brilliant cam- 
paign for free schools. What are 
you doing in this fight? What do 
you think about it? The schools will 
never be really free from the stif- 
ling and degrading influences of the 
profit system until the masses of 
the people are aroused. This is 
your fight — your fight for your 
children and the coming generations 
yet unborn. 



IF the United States had recog- 
nized Carranza a year ago thous- 
ands of lives on the Mexican battle 
fields would have been spared. But 
perhaps Carranza had not then made 
promises to the American plutes. 



WHILE the allies can borrow a 
billion dollars without security, 
American farmers can't borrow a 
penny on their crops, and even on 
real estate security must pay from 
20 to 40 per cent. America for 
Americans ! 



Send "American 
Socialist" to the 
School Teachers 



W 



E HAYE just received an 



MILLIONS will be spent to elect 
a congress m 1916 that will stand for 
anything the masters demand; and 
it will be a paying investment for 
them. They will not spend a pen- 
ny to elect a Socialist to congress 
— remember that. 



WHEN the war in Europe ends 
the plants that are now making 
munitions of war in America will 
be idle unless a war can be forced 
here. Remember, capitalism is mak- 
ing absolutely no effort to increase 
peaceful business. 



AMERICAN SOCIALIST 4. YE ASS »1.00. 



for $5.25 from Local LaPortc, 
lnd„ Socialist Party. The money 
older was accompanied by the 
names of 21 La Porte school 
teachers. The La Porte com- 
rades are going to make Social, 
ists out of these 21 school teach* 
ers' by sending them The Amer- 
ican Socialist for 40 weeks. 

"This will encourage other 
kcals to put their teachers on 
the subscription list of The 
American Socialist," writes Irv- 
m H. Cady, one of the energetic 
workers of the LaPorte Local. 

Who is next! We want to be 
able to report in next week's 
Issue that several locals have 
sent in lists of names of teach- 
ers to receive The American 
Socialist for the next 40 weeks. 
A 40-weeks' subscription is only 
25 cents. 

The struggle for freedom in 
the public schools of the United 
States, as well as in the uni. 
versities, will wax warm during 
the next 10 months. The Amer- 
ican Socialist will tell about this 
struggle. You can keep in con- 
stant touch with this great cam- 
paign by reading The American 
• Socialist from week to week. 
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ORGANIZE FOR 1916! 



NEWS OF THE WEEK 

Here!' is all the week's news worth 
while* boiled down for workers so 
busy* fighting for Socialism they do 
not time to read the daily cap- 

italist press. 



' MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20. 
Jolfc D. Rockefeller, Jr., Is In Colorado, 
"Instigating," while lawyers for coal 
mljftfs plan his arrest for Ludlow mas- 

ilcatlons are that Germany Is ready 
drlre through Balkans to aid Tur- 




is of Rot. Newell Dwlght Hlllis. 
(brZklyn, Now York, offer to settle finan- 
t obligations in order to stop discus- 

TXTESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21. 
Anthony Oomatock, Now York's too of 
vice, dlos agod 71. ^ „ 

Navy Department decides to test Ham- 
mond's wireless torpedo. 

Declared that the Russian vllna army 
group has escaped German trap. 

Thirty-four letters taken from Archi- 
bald, American newspaper correspondent, 
road In British house of commons. One 
lottor declares Pres. Wilson self-willed 
and able to control both houses of con- 
gress. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 

William Waldorf Astor and other mem- 
bers of the wealthy Anglo-American con- 
tingent in Great Britain will be hit hard 
by war's Income tax. 

J. B. Duke, tobacco king, promises to 
giro $100,000 annually to church at Dur- 
ham, N. 0., that voted against use of to- 
bacco by ministers. 

French air squadron drops 100 bombs 
on German imperial palace at Stuttgart. 
Report from Berlin says four persons were 
killed. 

Savon killed and 100 Injured when New 
York subway under construction caves in. 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23. 

Copenhagen report declares that pamph- 
lets edited by Karl Llebknecht and other 
Socialists, entitled "War and the Prole- 
tariat*' have been seized by the police. 
Two Socialist Journalists have also been 
arrested. 

Best information obtainable indicates 
800,000 German troops are available for 
attempt to force passage through Serbia. 
Bulgaria, Greece and Roumanla may be 
plunged into war. 

Report says that of 2,213,365 men who 
enlisted In the union army during the 
civil war only 396,370 are still alive. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24. 

Washington dispatches claim Pres. Wil- 
son is planning to have congress revise 
the tariff upwards. 

Berne, Switzerland, report declares Dr. 
Meyer, editor of Vorwaerts, German So- 
cialist daily, has been arrested charged 
v " issuing anJ distributing anti-war 
leaflets to Socialist press. 

Kaiser reverses sea policy by ousting 
navy chief who opposed protests from 
United States. No more liners will be 
torpedoed without full warning. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25. 

New cave-in of New York subway sinks 
part of Great White Way and unknown 
woman is killed in tail cab. 

Allied British, French and Belgian 
armies storm western German front and 
make slight gains. Great Britain starts 
campaign of national economy. Tide of 
battle turns In favor of Slav armies. 

Hundreds of longshoremen along North 
River water front in New York City join 
transportation strike. 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26. 

Anglo-Frenoh commissioners seeking bil- 
lion dollar loan in this country leave New 
York City to visit Chicago. 

Forty Haitians killed in attack on U. S. 
troops near Cape Haitian, Ten Amer- 
icans wounded. 

Three thousand Bohemian troops mas- 
sacred by officers for refusing to fight 
Serbians. Mowed down by rapid fire 
guns. 

GETTING MILITARISM CHEAP. 

One big obstacle to the develop- 
ment of European militarism in this 
country is the huge coat. It will be 
impossible to develop a cheap mil- 
itarism in the United States. Dur- 
ing the year 1912 the entire revenue 
of the national government, not in- 
cluding the postal receipts, amount- 
ed to $702,000,000. Of this we ex- 
pended $654,000,000 to defray the 
entire expense of the government 
and $444,000,000 or 67.88 per cent 
was paid out for war and on ac- 
count of war! 

Just before the outbreak of the 
present European war Germany 
was spending 55 per cent of her 
revenues for war and on account of 
war; Japan, 45 per cent; Great 
Britain, 37 per cent, and France 
35 per cent. In 1912 Germany's re- 
venue exceeded ours by $60,000,000, 
but our expenditures for war ex- 
ceeded hers by more than $50,000,- 
000, yet her army js more than eight 
times as large as burs. That is the 
story of other European nations. 

We have already outstripped the 
military powers of Europe so far 
the cost of our preparatios for war 
is concerned. That is why the jin- 
goes are hunting a cheaper militar- 
ism. MaJ. Gen. Wood, bosom friend 
of Theodore Roosevelt, thinks he 
has the right idea. He wants to 
make soldiers out of the unem- 
ployed. The inducement that he of- 
fers the jobless in exchange for 
three months of military training is 
board, lodging, uniform, and $6 per 
month cash payment for services. 
That is getting American militar- 
ism on a European basis. 

There might be a few unemployed 
single men who would grab at this 
offer rather than starve. The job- 
less have been known to commit 
crimes in order to be sent to jail or 
prison to escape the pangs of hun- 
ger. But jobless single men have an 
even greater inducement, so far as 
pay is concerned, offered them to 
Join the regular army at the pres- 
ent time. But they do not enlist. 
The single man can usually shift 
for himself and find work enough 
to keep him from becoming a sub- 
sidized murderer. 

The great mass of unemployed 
workers needing relief is to be found 
among the millions of men with 



wives and children. It is proposed 
that' the United States government 
offer these a job at becoming sol- 
diers for $6 a month, or- about $1.50 
a week. Even the worst exploiters 
of child labor would be afraid to of- 
fer a wage so low. Yet the jingoes 
are willing to do anything in the 
name of militarism. 

Wood's pet scheme of organizing 
military camps for the unemployed 
will fail because the American work- 
ing class family is not yet able to 
live on $6 a month. Thus another 
dream of cheap militarism goes 
glimmering. 



CHEEK THEM ON! 

Every right miudei citizen will 
cheer the efforts of the studentB at 
the University of Washington to 
curtail if not wipe out entirely, the 
compulsory militarism that prevails 
at this and all other state universi- 
ties. We have just received a pam- 
phlet issued by the Students' Anti- 
Drill Society. It is called "Compuls- 
ory Military Drill — A Great College 
Menace!" 

In a foreword stating why the 
pamphlet was issued we find the 
following, "To arouse as strong a 
student sentiment aga-nst compul- 
sory militarism as possible. First, 
that such compulsoiy drill may be 
abolished, or at least its evils m-v- 
imized; second, to substantially re- 
duce the expenses of entering stu- 
dents, and third, l.o make impossible 
an increase in Its amoutt." 

At the University <..< Washington 
the students are compelled by the 
authorities to pay $1.S for a cal^t 
uniform and g) through a military 
drill during thoir first two years in 
school. They may escape paying 
the $18 for equipment by joining 
the state milttU, a company of 
which bivouacs on the campus. Thh, 
of course, is only am ther form of 
conscription for the slate militia. 

Dudley Woodbridij&, secreiary- 
treasure* of tro Students' Anti-Drill 
Society, spoke before the Seattle 
Central Labor Council with its 160 
delegates representing i 5,000 organ- 
ized workers, and the representa- 
tives of labor applauded the cour- 
ageous student. 

The anti-militarist st Jtlents have 
decided that the real reason they 
have .VIS cadet uniforms forced up- 
on thom'is the foii c.vin^: "It flut- 
ters cur vanity; we all look so 
•ime' .1) a suit. Tucn we hear the 
kids say as we go past, 'Look at the 
soldier.' It has a psvcliolosical ef- 
fect on the minds of many, not only 
on women and c.iiMfca but even oil 
the students. This ,\orsliip of a 
military suit (often uuc-:>nbcious on 
the part of the individual is in it- 
self a sign of militant's among ihe 
students and tha coniii: unity at 
large." The UnlvivaUy of Wash- 
ington students 'idv<> discovered (be 
beast. It is to be hoped that the 
students in all the other state uni- 
versities will rally to their support 
in completely exterminating the 
animal. 



A 



STUDY IN REACTION 



By HARRY W. LAIDLER 



THE Nrfw York Times, in its endeavor to arouse the Indifferent voter 
in Opposition to the woman suffrage amendment, delivered recently 
a two coiumn editorial broadside against woman's iniquitous attempt to 
extend tlfe limits of political democracy in the Empire State. Every one 
of the arguments advanced by the editorial writer in New York's most 
distinguished apologist of conservatism exhibited such profundity and 
brilliancy of intellect that many strongly suspected that the editorial writer 
must have been inspired by some classic epistle of days gone by. 

The other day, while delving into one of the musty archives of a New 
York library, I chanced upon a volume which, one would almost imagine, 
had served as a prototype for the Times' editorial. It was a small toook 
written In 1818 by Robert Fellowes, a Master of Arts of Oxford Univer- 
sity, Entitled "The Rights of Property Vindicated," etc. It bristled with 
invectives against Manhood Suffrage. 

I have placed below in parallel columns the arguments against woman 
suffrage and the arguments against manhood suffrage: 



THE NEGRO QUESTION. 

In answer to numerous inquiries 
The American Socialist publishes 
the resolutions adopted by the Unity 
Convention, 1901, on the negro ques- 
tion. The party since that conven- 
tion has taken no position on this 
question. The resolutions follow: 

"Whereas, the negroes of the 
United States, because of their long 
training in slavery and but recent 
emancipation therefrom, occupy a 
peculiar position in the working 
class and in society at large; 

"Whereas, the capitalist class 
seeks to preserve this peculiar con- 
dition and to foster and increase 
color prejudice and race hatred be- 
tween the white worker and the 
black, so as to make their social 
and economic interests to appear to 
be separate and antagonistic, in or- 
der that the workers of both races 
may thereby be more easily and com- 
pletely exploited; 

"Whereas, both the old political 
parties and educational and reli- 
gious institutions alike betray the 
negro in his present hapless strug- 
gle against disfranchisement and 
violence in order to receive the eco- 
nomic favors of the capitalist class; 
be it therefore 

"Resolved, that we, the Socialists 
of America, in national convention 
assembled, do hereby assure the 
negro fellow worker of our sympa- 
thy with him in his subjection to 
lawlessness and oppression, and al- 
so assure him of the fellowship of 
the workers who suffer from the 
lawlessness and exploitation of cap- 
ital in every nation or tribe of the 
world; and be it further 

"Resolved, that we declare to the 
negro worker the identity of his in- 
terests and struggles with the in- 
terests and struggles of the work- 
ers of all lands without regard to 
race or color or sectional lines; that 
the causes that have made him the 
victim of social and political in- 
equality are the effects of the long 
exploitation of his labor power; that 
all social and race prejudices spring 
from the ancient economic causes 
which still endure, to the misery of 
the whole human family; that the 
only line of division which exists in 
fact is that between the producers 
and the owners of the world — be- 
tween capitalism and labor. And 
be it further 

"Resolved, that we, the American 
Socialist Party, invite the negro to 
membership and fellowship with us 
in the world movement for econo- 
mic emancipation by which equal 
liberty and opportunity shall be se- 
cured to every man and fraternity 
become the order of the world." 

Some of the state organizations 
of the Socialist Party in the South 
have taken a determined position on 
the negro question. The Oklahoma 
organization, for instance, has - al- 
ways foulght for the full enfran- 
chisement of the negro as well -as 
the white race. 



THE BETTER SPIRIT. 
"Would you go to war for your 

country?" 

"Would I go to war for my coun- 
try? I'd do more than that. I'd 
lick any man that tried to get my 
country into a war." — Detroit Free 
Press. 



PROM "THE RIGHTS OP 
PROPERTY VINDICATED," 
ETC., BY ROBERT PEL- 
LOWES, M. A., (1818) 
AGAINST MANHOOD SUF- 
PRAGE. 

SUFFRAGE INJURIOUS TO SOCIETY. 



PROM EDITORIAL AGAINST 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN 
THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
(FEB. 7, 1915.) 



The principle of universal 
(manhood) suffrage which mil- 
itates against the principle of 
property is in direct opposition 
to all the possibilities of social 
Improvement; and can only tend 
to plunge Society into its pris- 
tine barbarism. The catastrophe 
of the drama would be general 
penary and desolation. . . The 
whole political edifice would 
ere long be crumbled into dust. 
(Bold Face mine.) 
SUFFRAGE DIVERTS VOTERS FROM THEIR PROPER SPHERE. 



Woman suffrage would result 
either in a needless political 
muddle or in a social and pol- 
itical turmoil, which would tend 
to weaken the State, to stir up 
discord in Society and in the 
home, and would put obstacles 
in the way of progress which 
the wisest statesmanship might 
fail to overcome. — (Bold Pace 
mine.) 



If women are to forsake the 
home for the counting room, the 
law office, the wheat fields and 
the smithy, then they may in 
time be able to cast a ballot 
which they can explain and 
justify by reasons which men 
can understand. . . Is it worth 
while to divert the whole order 
of human society by putting 
women to do men's work! — 
(Bold face mine.) 



That;polIcy must be pernicious 
which tends to divert a poor 
man's mind to objects foreign 
to the improvement of his con- 
dition, or which deludes him 
with vain representations of In- 
terest which are totally adverse 
to, that improvement. A poor 
man should have no politics be- 
yond that of turning his time 
and his industry to the best ac- 
count. — (Bold face mine.) 



SUFFRAGE CONTRARY TO NATURE OF THINGS. 



The grant of suffrage to wo- 
men is repugnant to Instincts 
that strike their roots deep In 
the order of nature. -It runs 
counter to human reason, it 
flouts the teachings of exper- 
ience and the admonitions of 
common sense. — (Bold Face 
mine.) 

SUFFRAGE WOULD PROVE AN INJURY TO THE VOTER. 



However any government may 
be constituted, it must in reality 
be administered by a few. Does 
not this political arrangement, 
though it may seem artificial, 
really arise out of the natural 
constitution of things! — (Bold 
Face mine.) 



At present there is a strong 
and wholesome barrier which 
tends to keep women apart from 
men in the hurly-burly of life, to 
insure them courtesies from the 
opposite sex, to give them many 
precious privileges. . . . We 
are firmly convinced that the 
breaking down of the barrier 
would bring upon them a burden 
of new evils, that it would tend 
to coarsen women, to deprive 
them of natural rights and priv- 
ileges without due compensa- 
tion. — (Bold Pace mine.) 



Universal suffrage would be 
no benefit to the poor to whom 
it is vaunted as the source of 
all bliss and the cure of all woe. 
. . The State refuses the suf- 
frage to persons without proper- 
ty, not because it favors the 
rich more than the poor, but 
because the suffrage, if given to 
the poor, would tend to aggran- 
dise the rich, without benefiting 
the poor. If the poor had the 
power, they would probably em- 
ploy it both to their own and 
the pnblic detriment. — (Bold 



Face mine.) 

NON-VOTER IS PROPERLY SAFEGUARDED. 



If women snffer wrongs, it is 
the duty of men to right them. 

If bad laws hamper' and afflict 
them, men should bestir them- 
selves to have those laws re- 
pealed. . . It is the privilege 
of men to care for the women. — 
(Bold Face mine.) 

AN UNDEVELOPED FACULTY. 



The rights of the poor are 
more safe with those who are 
within the line of independence, 

but yet not removed to the 
farthest distance from the con- 
fines of poverty. — (Bold Face 
mine.) 



Both political and philo- 
sophical pursuits require a de- 
gree of leisure which no day 
laborer can possess, but which 
is one of the accompaniments 
of property. — (Bold Face mine.) 



Although women have other 
capacities without number held 
in equal distinction, and some 
higher honor, they have never 
possessed or developed the pol- 
itical faculty. — (Bold Face 
mine.) 

It will be noted that both writers opposed the granting of the suffrage 
not because they wished to deny rights to any human being, nor even be- 
cause they feared that the newly enfranchised might attempt to cut the 
Gordian knot of special privilege. No! thrice no! They were against suf- 
frage because of their solicitude for the welfare of the disfranchised and 
of society as a whole, and their fear that the new voter* might exercise the 
ballot to his or her own detriment! 

The one line of reasoning which differs somewhat in the two polemics 
is that relating to the capacity of the non-voter to vote intelligently should 
his or her efforts succeed. Mr. Fellowes contended that the poor man was 
not capable of balloting aright because he was engaged too energetically 
in the mere struggle for existence and did not possess the leisure to think 
about public questions, which was one of the accompaniments of property. 
The New' York Times, on the other hand, reverses the reasoning, and de- 
clares that woman does not possess the capacity of voting intelligently 
because she is not engaged so universally in the struggle for existence, 
because, presumably, she has too much leisure. 



Increase Workers' Political 
Power— Give Women Votes 



By GERTRUDE BRESLAU FULLER 

PENNSYLVANIA is a campaign state this year for Woman Suffrage, and 
it is imperative that no Socialist man or woman prove lukewarm now 
that this important issue is squarely before us. The extension of the 
franchise, the right of self-government, to women, is the next step which 
must be taken before the struggle of the disinherited workers to come 
into their own, can go forward. 

If any working man feels uncertain and confused on this point let 
him study the most aggressive and persistent opponents to this extension 
of democracy and he will gather enlightment. 

The ablest and most aggressive woman "Anti" in Pennsylvania came 
to the last meeting of the State Federation of Woman's Clubs well pre- 
pared to fight against that large and influental body of women taking 
action to endorse Woman Suffrage. She had a legal adviser, she told us, 
Also an expert adviser on parlia-+- 
mentary law. She threatened the dis- 
ruption of the Federation if the reso- 
lution passed, and when it did pass, 
she immediately started an elaborate 
and expensive campaign to make 
her threat come true. 



SHE HAS circularized the clubs 
of the State ever since. In so large 
a state, that must mean that she 
employs a secretary, probably an 
additional stenographer or two, the 
labor, stationery and postage must 
bring the expense up to a neat sum. 

If all this effort resulted from an 
unselfish, altruistic attempt to save 
the men and women of Pennsylva- 
nia from disaster, as she stated, it 
would be commendable as exalted 
devotion to principle, however, mis- 
taken. 

Does this lady fear that politics 
will soil our womanliness and 
coarsen our delicacy or cause us to 
neglect our children? I wondered, 
until I was called over into her 



n«ck-of-the woods to lecture in ' a 
town in the extreme corner of ter 
county. 

I say "her county* advisedly. As 
a young woman she inherited nearly 
half the county, great blast furnaces, 
mills, an other big industries are 
hers by Inheritance. When she 
married, she chose the young man 
who Inherited the greater part of 
the other half of the county. Their 
"influence," political and industrial, 
is immense; either directly or in- 
directly they control all the news- 
papers, the banks, and the halls of 
the county-seat city* So tight is 
their grip that it is impossible to 
keep a union there, to get a hall 
for a labor or Socialist meeting, or 
to get a paid advertisement in the 
newspapers for a labor, socialist, 
or suffrage meeting. All this bends 
a great light upon the reason for 
this woman's strenuous opposition 
to Votes for Women. She does not 
want (he political power of the 



Second Issue 
Is Now Ready 

The second issue of the So- 
cialist Party Plate Service is 
now ready. The Socialist and 
labor papers, and the Socialist 
locals, that made use of the first 
issue of this service, showed they 
appreciated a good thing. This 
is your opportunity to get a 
whole page of good working 
class propaganda in plate form 
for use in your Socialist or la- 
bor paper for $1.50. You can 
save money by taking this serv- 
ice. The plates are ready to be 
put into your paper. You don't 
have to hire a printer to set up 
the type. Socialist locals should 
subscribe for this service and 
have the matter put into their 
local non-Socialist paper. Go 
around and talk to your non-So- 
cialist editor about it. This page 
of plate matter Includes a Hen- 
ry Dubb comic; pictures of 
Ryan Walker, George R. Kirk- 
patrick and Emil Seidel, who 
start the 1916 Socialist cam- 
paign in October ; a Robert Min- 
or cartoon, and articles by J. 
Stltt Wilson, A. M. Simons, 
Eugene V. Debs, Oscar Amer- 
inger, Fred T. MacFeely and 
others. If in doubt send for a 
proof sheet of this page. If not 
in doubt send in $1.50 and the 
page of plate will be rushed to 
you at once. Address all com- 
munications to National Office, 
Socialist Party, 803 West Madi- 
son St., Chicago. 



workers increased. 

* * * » 

IN MANCHESTER, N. H., I was 
told by a woman well qualified to 
speak, "If it were a question of get- 
ting the ballot for women with pro- 
perty we could have had it ten 
years ago." It was at the time of 
the Lawrence strike and she added, 
"they are afraid of the votes of the 
socialist women in the woolen 
mills." That is the crux of the whole 
matter. They are not as they say, 
afraid of the women's vote because 
they fear she does not know enough 
to vote, but because they fear she 
DOES. They fear that those toiling 
women would vote to establish in- 
dustrial justice and refuse to be 
mere dumb helpless work animals, 
content with merciless over-work 
and expropriation. 

"But when women vote, men will 
not be polite, they will not express 
the beautiful, protecting, chivalrous, 
courtesy toward women that they 
now do. They will not give you 
women their seat in the street- 
car." 

Very, very few of the human sar- 
dines that crowd the street-cars ever 
have a seat to offer a woman; and 
which man of you will stand up and 
say that he is willing to relinquish 
his right of franchise for the bribe 
of a tentative chance to get a seat 
In a street car occasionally? Such 
twaddle and piffle is most exasper- 
ating to any woman with a brain 
and conscience. It is a tenet of des- 
potism that one set of human beings 
was born to rule another set. Demo- 
cracy has proved that no class can 
legislate with perfect justice for 
another class. Witness the status 
of women workers. In five suffrage 
states there is an eight-hour day 
law for women, but men workers 
have an eight-hour day in thirty 
states. In New York, after much 
and long effort, the Legislature was 
induced to pass the eight-hour law 
for women workers. Of course, it 
was immediately tested in the courts. 
It was carried up to the New York 
Supreme Court and the august 
judges promptly decided that it was 
unconstitutional. 

* * • * 

IN CALIFORNIA, the eight-hour 
day law was passed; also the re- 
call of judges. When this law was 
tested in the Supreme Court, those 
California judges looked through 
their spectacles and beheld 100,000 
women armed with the ballot and 
the "recall." It did not take those 
judges long to decide that the eight- 
hour day law is constitutional in 
their state. This puts a bit of zest 
into politics. Zest of the right kind. 
The eight-hour day and the mini- 
mum wage mean a higher grade of 
human beings, better health, and the 
employment of more workers. 

The position of the Socialist Par- 
ty toward women is not based on 
sentimental grounds, it is based on 
economic science. When the em- 
ployer of labor hires a man to do 
a piece of work, he knows that he 
must pay the man enough wages, 
to buy cheap food, clothing and 
shelter to renew his life energy and 
maintain his working efficiency; 
otherwise the man would perish. 
He has no other resource than his 
labor power. But when the em- 
ployer turns the man out and puts 
a woman in, for in the waiting army 
of the unemployed women may al- 
ways be found, he counts upon the 
fact that as a last resort before 
starvation a certain percentage of 
women may be forced out upon the 
street to rent their bodies and thus 
piece out their wage and keep them- 
selves alive to produce profit for 
him. The capitalist counts upon the 
fact that he can wrench from the 
frail hands of the toiling girls so 
large a share of their product that 
they have not enough left to keep 
their bodies alive. 

When the various groups of wo- 
men workers, the laundry workers, 
garment workers, textile workers, 
and many others went? out upon a 
strike and asked for a "life line in 
wages instead of a dead line" they 
learned that the control of the pol- 
itical and juridical machinery of the 
city and state was the deciding fac- 
tor in their struggle. They found 
that however women may let poli- 
tics alone, politics will not let wo- 
men alone. Those striking women 
were forced to receive "the beauti- 
ful, chivalrous, courtesy of the po- 
licemen's club, the prison cell, the 
bombardment of fines and injunc- 



tions to beat them into submission. 
In this hard school they learned the 
power of the political machinery in 
fixing the terms of their industrial 
welfare. 

• * * • 

A MORE HELPLESS section of 
the working class can always be 
used by the masters as a lever for 
increasing exploitation; hence wo- 
men, children, and the more help- 
less foreigners are used by the mas- 
ters of the bread to beat down the 
standard of living of the entire 
working class. Thus we learn that 
woman's enfranchisement is as 
necessary for men as for women. 

The "Antls" tell us that women 
are mothers and that this is so im- 
portant a function and service to 
the State that they must not be dis- 
tracted for a half hour once a year 
to go up to the school house or 
other polling place and vote, thus 
helping to decide how our collective 
funds shall be spent, helping to de- 
termine the educational, moral and 
sanitary environment of their child- 
ren. Legislation has invaded every 
corner of our homes; It touches our 
children in a hundred ways; our 
homekeeping is dependent upon the 
municipal inspection of food, water, 
milk, ice, sanitary conditions, the 
municipal provision for fire protec- 
tion, and a multitude of like serv- 
ices. Children need mothers, not 
only for their physical birth, but for 
all their human bringing up. The 
State has a parental function to 
perform and mothers must help to 
direct it. Equal Suffrage is a move- 
ment to establish the two parents 
equally, both in the individual and 
social home life of the child. The 
more men and women have of mu- 
tual interests and understanding, the 
more they co-operate, the more per- 
manent and beautiful does the home 
relation become. 

# * * * 

IT TOOK 86 years to get as good 
a Child Labor Law as we now have 
in Pennsylvania. If the average 
working life of a child is five years, 
as has been estimated, then sixteen 
generations of child toilers have suf- 
fered unspeakable wrong and in- 
jury before this clumsy half suffrage 
system worked to bring relief. It 
is simply criminal if a more effi- 
cient way can be found. 

Let us bend our energies to the 
task of today; let us remove as 
rapidly as possible the hindrances 
to democracy and thus hasten the 
day when it shall be all-inclusive, 
— the day of the Co-operative Com- 
monwealth. It is not possible for 
one sex to enter the land of liberty 
and justice, leaving the other sex 
behind. 



TAKING UP THE FIGHT. 

The New England Socialist de- 
votes half of the first page of its 
current issue to a review of the 
fight being made by the plute Chica- 
go board of education on the school 
teachers' union. It urges Its readers 
to, "Back up these men and women 
in their noble fight to save the land's 
youth." 

Anita C. Block takes up the fight 
in the magazine section of The New 
York Sunday Call declaring that 
there are few things we need more 
than teachers' unions. "Let them 
spring up like mushrooms," she 
says, "but let them grow as strong 
and sturdy, as big and broad, as oak 
trees." 

We have just received a letter 
from an Indiana school teacher. It 
speaks for itself. She says: 

"Would you kindly send me one 
dozen 'American Socialists' of Sept. 
11, 1915. I should like to distribute 
them among the members of the 
school board and heads of depart- 
ments. I am a grade teacher in the 

public schools. Last year I 

worked for an increase in the grade 
teachers' salaries as theirs were 
the lowest. On account of my act- 
ivity last year my contract for this 
year was withheld and I had to put 
up a big fight. When I returned 
from my vacation, I was only al- 
lowed to sign up for half a year, as 
I was to be put on 'approval.' That 
means of course that I am to be 
muzzled in order to hold my job. I 
am considered a trouble maker 
among the teachers. What is true 
of the Chicago board is also true of 

the board and of every school 

board in the country." 

There are an increasing number 
of school boards that are different 
from the Chicago school board. 
These are the boards that are made 
up of Socialists. The interests of 
the children and teachers come first 
with Socialist school officials. The 
old party school officials ask, 
"How much of the school funds can 
we steal?" and "How can we best 
educate the school children to be- 
come the willing bond slaves of the 
present system?" Socialist school of- 
ficials are the champions of real en- 
lightenment. Old party school of- 
ficials believe in promoting ignor- 
ance and servitude. 



NEW SPELLING NEXT. WEEK. 

An unusual interest was aroused 
by the proposition to adopt the sim- 
plified spelling of 12 commonly 
used words in The American Social- 
ist. Some of our readers were anx- 
ious to adopt the simplified spelling 
for a larger number. Not one ar- 
gument was received against mak- 
ing this change. So the change will 
be made in next wee'ks American 
Socialist. The list of 12 words and 
the new way to spell them is as fol- 
laws: 



Socialist Coal Miners Hold 
Bicknell, Ind., Against the 
Combined Forces of Plutes 



Eugene V. Debs has already told the readers of The American Socialist the 
story of the grafting politicians, the political tools of the plutocratic interests, of 
Terre Haute, Ind. Debs has lived in Terre Haute for many years and he knew 
what he was talking about. Even tho capitalist press has been forced to publish 
some of the fact! about the shame of Indianapolis. The corruption practiced by 
the old parties In the last election is now being revealed in the courts of that 
city. From Bicknell, Ind., comes another kind of a story. There the Socialist 
coal miners are in control of the city governcent. But their battle for humanity 
is not ended. In the accompanying article Judson O'Neal tells how the workers 
carried the city for Socialism and how they are valiantly holding It against the 
combined forces of the plutocracy. 



By JUDSON O'NEAL 

T? IFTY-SEVEN miles south of Terre Haute lies Bicknell, a city of 6,500 



souls, which is destined to become as famous as Terre Haute is in- 



famous. 

Bicknell is a typical industrial town where coal mining predominates. 
Like very town in Indiana, Bicknell has been ruled by the forces of law 
and order, business, for many years. Get all you can and can all you get 
is the Alpha and Omega of the powers that prey in this thriving communi- 
ty. But the workers of Bicknell are above the average in intelligence and 
thereby hangs a tale. 

There was a time when the sleek silk hatted, pot-bellied politician 
could ply his trade, but like Othello he is now out of employment. As far 
back as 1907 the workers began to develop a class consciousness that later 

on landed them in the socialist^ 

movement. In that year the work- 
ers decided it was about time to as- 
sert themselves politically. They 
saw clearly that a small group of 
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simpler and shorter spelling of 
which, economizing 31 letters, were 
approved by the National Educa- 
tional Association in 1898, and have 
been used since then by all of its 
official publications. 



business men and politicians were 
always on top regardless which 
political party won in the election. 
Workers Learn Lesson. 

In 1907 the workers decided to 
nominate a labor ticket. Were the 
business men opposed to the labor 
ticket? No, indeed. On the con- 
trary they decided to co-operate 
with labor in putting a ticket in the 
field. A committee from the unions 
met with the business men and the 
aforesaid gentlemen kindly con- 
sented to allow labor to nominate 
two of their members for candidates 
on a joint ticket. The workers 
withdrew from the conference and 
nominated a labor ticket which was 
successful, all their candidates be- 
ing elected. 

This experience with the business 
interests taught the workers that 
there were no grounds on which the 
interests of the laborer and • the 
capitalist could be reconciled. 

A few years later these class con- 
scious workingmen joined the so- 
cialist party and in 1912 carried 
Bicknell for Debs. 

The law and order brigade were 
now thoroughly aroused as they felt 
their hold on the public till slip- 
ping. The republicans and demo- 
crats that called each other thieves 
in 1912 put away the sword and 
embraced each other in 1913. They 
met in joint convention and after 
slobbering over each others shoulder 
they nominated a citizen's ticket. 
Backing up this citizen's ticket 
stood the business men, gamblers, 
pimps and saloon men, the whole 
mess being annointed, blessed and 
baptized by a sprinkling of gentle- 
men of the cloth. Bicknell now had 
its first taste of political hash. 

The socialist party nominated 
Tyler G. Lawton, a union miner for 
Mayor. Lawton Is a rebel to the 
core and has' been active in the 
miner's union for years. Born in 
Kentucky in 1874, "in one of the fine 
palaces coal companies usually build 
for mine workers," as he says, he 
entered the mine when he was twelve 
years old. He joined the Knights 
of Labor in 1890 and was compelled 
to leave his native state in 1894 be- 
cause of his activity in the miner's 
union. Lawton landed in Bicknell 
a tramp, where he secured employ- 
ment in the mines and was always 
active in the union. 

Beer Flowed Like Water. 

The citizen's or "hash" brigade, 
waged a bitter campaign against 
the socialists. On the night before 
election the "best people" took in 
every saloon in town and beer 
flowed like water. 

When the polls closed on election 
day the socialists had elected their 
entire ticket except one councilman, 
and this on a campaign fund of 
$13.55. 

The "hash" brigade was palsied 
when it learned that t'-ie workers 
had declined to eat the dish that 
had been prepared for them. No 
longer able to salve the workers 
with a handshake or a glass of 
booze, they decided to discredit 
Lawton and his colleagues. 

They arranged to have some of 
their bad men commit some offence 
and when arrested to plead not 
guilty and stand trial. A law firm 
of which the deputy prosecutor was 
a member took all of these framed- 
up cases. Whether the culprit was 
convicted or acquitted this law firm 
turned an honest penny. The Mayor 
by virtue of his office is also city 
judge. In these frame-ups the Mayor 
would be sworn off the bench as 
being prejudiced, the otject being 
to give their tools a clean bill of 
health. In this way these* small 
bore politicians expected to discre- 
dit the socialists by claiming it was 
no longer possible to secure a con- 
viction since the socialists came into 
power. It is to laugh. 

Comrade Lawton on assuming the 
duties devolving on him addressed 
the city council as follows: 

"Gentlemen of the City Council: 
Before we start our work of admin- 
istering the affairs of our city, I 
wish to say a few words. Last 
November the working people of our 
city rendered their decision, ' and 
their verdict was that we should 
take the reins of government in our 
hands and administer the affairs of 
the city with a little more justice 
to the working class. I do not be- 
lieve the working class wants any 
favors over any other class. In fact 
I know they do not. But they are 
asking, and rightfully so, to be giv- 
en a voice in how the laws shall 
be administered. Now, gentlemen, 
I want to say that I am proud of 
the fact that the men who knew me 
best, the men with whom I have 
worked all my life, almost to a man 
voted for me, because they we're 
sure that I would be true to my 
class, and gentlemen I want to say 
to you right now, whatever happens 



I will not be a traitor to the class 
to which I belong." 

This has the true proletarian ring 
and Comrade Lawton has kept the 
faith. 

Fight Phone Company. 

The members of the "hash" bri- 
gade have never lost an opportunity 
to show their contempt for the so- 
cialists. On July 4, 1914, the Red 
Men gave a picnic and invited all to 
participate in the parade and festi- 
vities. The Mayor was to deliver 
his first address. The 'business men 
and disgrurltled politicians refused 
to have anything to do with the pic- 
nic and hied themselves to other 
nearby towns in their buzz wagons. 
Everything moved along quietly dur- 
ing the picnic, the common remark 
being that all the law violators were 
absent from the city. 

These same business men were 
always advising the workers to stay 
at home and spend their money. 
They left the city en masse on the 
Fourth and spent their money else- 
where. 

On the day following election the 
Telephone Company made applica- 
tion for increase in rates which the 
socialist council rejected. 

The city council brought suit to 
revoke the franchise of the light 
company. On the day the suit was 
to be tried the Light Company for- 
feited its franchise and placed 
themselves under the protecting 
wing of the Public Utilities Com- 
mission which is dominated by cor- 
porate interests. 
, Bicknell is blessed (?) with one 
of those journalistic freaks who 
think the eyes of the state is always 
centered on his particular rag. The 
rag is called the Herald-News. The 
Herald-Lies would be a more ap- 
propriate name as the intellectual 
street walker that edits the thing 
that masquerades as a newspaper 
would rather lie about the social- 
ists than eat. This "kept lady" In- 
formed the good people of Bicknell 
that he would show up the corrup- 
tion of the socialists and give the 
names of those involved. The best 
he could do was to put words in the 
mouth of Comrade Lawton «that h« 
never uttered. 

There is abundant evidence at 
hand to prove that numerous at- 
tempts have been made to "get" 
Lawton. But he has always anti- 
cipated the moves of the enemy and 
up to this time has foiled every 
move the forces of "law and order" 
have made. 

Bribery Attempts Fail. 
A number of attempts hare been 
made to bribe the administration 
which of course failed. 

The administration has called on 
the Department of Research of 
Bloomington University to give a 
number of lectures and make a sur- 
vey of the city needs. 

The Comrades of Bicknell are go- 
ing through the same experience 
that the socialists everywhere have 
had when the workers get wise to 
the capitalist political game. 

Capitalist politics are rotten to 
the core in Indiana. Terre Haute 
has had her experience and as these 
lines are being written 128 men are 
on trial in Indianapolis for corrupt- 
ing the last election, whose com- 
bined wealth represents $25,000,000. 
When these men were brought into 
court to plead a committee of plu- 
tocrats stood ready to go on the 
bonds of the political procurers of 
capitalism. 

The rich are the real criminals of 
today. They bribe public officials, 
auction off franchises, swindle the 
people on public contracts, adulter- 
ate our food, exploit us to the bone 
and when the workers call them to 
task they resort to coercion, lies ami 
intimidation. 

The comrades of Bicknell are mak- 
ing good. They have given the city 
the best administration it ever had, 
The workers are on to the curves of 
the "hash" brigade and never again 
will the "gang" come back. 

The comrades of Bicknell have 
the solid backing of the movement 
in the state and I predict that when 
the next election rolls around we 
will bury the old crowd in an aval- 
anche of ballots so deep that it will 
take 10,000 "hash" 'brigaders, work- 
ing day and night, ten centuries to 
dig them from the debris. 



Now the Milwaukee "nonpartisan" 

municipal government — after de- 
nouncing the previous Socialist ad- 
ministration from hades to break- 
fast for initiating the idea — is to 
revive "muny" dances in the Audi- 
torium during the coming winter. 
These "godless" entertainments 
were abolished when the pious non- 
partisan party came into power, but 
the young people are hollering and 
the politicians have become nervous 
and promise to let the merry dance 
proceed. 
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rHE TRAGEDY OF TIED HANDS 



By JOSEPHINE CONGER-KANEKO 



,T OT the least of the tragedies of the miserable warfare now waging 

^ over Europe, is the tied hands of the women. 

Enlightened women, women with eyes wide open and conscious of 

heir needs and their possibilities, are today as helpless in Europe as are 

beir own babes; helpless not only in affairs of the battlefields, but in. 

dose of the home and the nation. 

• • • • 

MRS. C. DESPARD in a recent issue of "The Vote," (published in 
jondon), bewails the bickerings of the leaders in Parliament, and says. 
The Quality we need in our legislators is... Common sense — ordinary* 
tomely, common-place wisdom, such wisdom as a good woman exercises 
n the bringing^ip of her family. Instead of it we have boasting and panio 
oongertng, scolding and praising, demonstrating and waiving of banners." 

And meantime husbands and sons are being murdered in warfare, 
tnd twelve-year-old children are being taken from the schools and placed 
n industry. Orators and newspapers are screeching at the women to 
Millet as nurses, cooks, or in whatever niche they can fill, and the women 
lire filling the streets, (neglecting their families infinitely more than they 
pver could in voting) asking to be organized that they may 'be taken tp 
%e front to assist. And organization has not been provided for, despite 
the cries of the press and the orators. 
1 » « » * 

[ SURELY ENGLAND is facing chaos, to say nothing of the conditions 
f>f other nations of Europe. And the intelligent, capable woman can do 
fcothing to interfere with the straits her nation is in. 
I Will the women of the United States permit themselves to be caught 
In such a trap? It is hardly possible. Thanks to the tireless labor of 
Mfrariste and Socialists, state after state is enfranchising woman, and, 
this work should go on until the most backward state shall have respond- 
ed to the cry of Progress and made woman a participator in the laws of 
pie. land on equal terms with her brothers. 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
National Referenda. 

By the 20tt, 22nd and 29th Assembly 
District Branch, Local Hew York: 

"Amend Section 4 of Article IX (Con- 
ventions) by striking out, in the second 
line, the word "three" and inserting 
"two." (Thereby making the number 
of delegates to national conventions "two 
hundred" instead of "three hundred.") 

' 'Amend Section 5 of Article IX by 
striking out the words "and the per diem 
allowance of $2.50 to cover expenses" 
and by striking out everything after the 
words, "National Treasury." 

This section would then read: "Rail- 
road fare, including tourist sleeper car- 
fare of delegates going to and coming 
from the conventions of the party shall 
be paid from the National Treasury." 

Strike out all of Section 6 of Article 
IX, and substitute the following: "The 
National Executive Committee is empower- 
ed to levy an assessment not to exceed 25 
cents per member, to help defray the ex- 
pense of the Convention." 

Ill members in good standing. 

Published for seconds, October 2, 1915. 

By Local No. 4, Taooma, Wash. 
The National Committee shall elect a 
committee of experienced educators to 
prepare a aerie* of text books suitable for 
teaching our children the science of So- 
cialism, and are also instructed to have 
the same published and for sale to the 
locals. 

Comment. 

According to the best mathematical cal- 
culation it will be several years before 
we will realize the Co-operative Common- 
wealth; therefore it appears to be of the 
utmost importance that we should have 
a standard embracing the indisputable 
facts which science has taught us, and 
which will also be of benefit to adults as 
well. 

29 members in good standing. 
Published for seconds, Oct. 2, 1915. 



REPORT OK NATIONAL REFERENDUM 
"B," 1915. 
All sections of the Anti-War Manifesto 
and Peace Program carried by large maj- 
orities. As space is limited and the Mani- 
festo and Program have been printed in 
these columns before, it is not advisable 
to print the tabulated report. 

SECONDS TO REFERENDUMS. 
Received since last publication. 

BY MARX, SEATTLE, WASH.: (Pro- 
posing that any any member of the So- 
cialist Party who admits, professes or ad- 
vocates beliefs contrary to the membership 
pledge shall be expelled from the party. 
First published Aug. 7, 1915.) 

Seconded by Bryant, Wash. 

BY MOUNT ANGELES, WASH.: (Pro- 
posing that the Woman's Committee be 
abolished and the National Constitution 
be so amended that at least • one-half of 
tho National Committee and the National 
Executive Committee bo composed of wo- 
men. First published Aug. 21. 1915.) 

SecoiMed by Locals: Lithuanian Br., 
Binghampton, N. Y. ; Finnish Br., Cloquet, 
Minn.; Lithuanian Br., Harrisburg, 111 

BY GOODING, IDAHO: (Proposing an 
amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States which will take the power 
to declare war from the congress and place 
It in the hands of the people to be exer- 
cised through direct ballot. First published 
Aug. 21, 1915.) 

Seconded by Locals: Lithuanian Br. 
Binghampton, N. Y. ; Sedan, Kans.; Fin- 
nish Br., Cloquet, Minn.; Lithuanian Br 
Harrisburg, 111. " 

BY WARREN, OHIO: (Proposing that 
the National Convention of 1916 be dis- 
pensed with. First published Aug. 14, 

Seconded by Locals: Sedan, Kans.; 
Finnish Br., San Francisco, Calif.; Oswego 
Kans. " ' 

BY CINCINNATI, OHIO: (Proposing 
that the 1916 National Convention be dis- 
pensed with, and that the National Exe- 
cutive Committee draft platform for sub- 
mission to tho membership for referen- 
dum vote. First published August 21, 
1915.) 

Seconded by Locals: Beaver Falls, Pa.; 
Hanover, Pa.; 22nd and 25th Ward Br„ 
Allegheny Co., • Pa. ; 21st and 27th Wd 
Br., Allegheny Co., Pa.; Shinglehouse, Pa.; 
Sellerville, Pa.; Milan, Mo.; Oswego. Kans 
Pomona, Calif.; Lithuanian Br., Binghamp- 
ton, N. Y.; Suarks, Nev.; Wheatland. Pa.; 
Lithuanian B i- • Harrisburg, 111.; Snyder 
Okla.; Lithuanian Br., New Kensington 



THE COMING KINGDOM 



Lincoln Pbifer's Great Book. 

forecasted this war ana anotner to 
follow it, through an analysis of the 
old law of periodicity, on which the 
prophets of old elied. It is a sohol- 
arly analysis of the early Christian 
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven,- show- 
ing wherein it resembled and where 
it differs from the Socialist ideal. 
Nineteen "books," 90 chapters, 800 
pages. 

k Dollar Book for Fifty Cents. 

"I have read the Coming King- 
dom carefully two or three times. 
It takes a great hold on me." — 
Comrade Kruke, Corning, N. Y. 



Pa.; St. Louis, 2nd Wd., Mo.; Lehigh Co., 
Pa.; Finnish Br., Rockport, Miss.; Ashe- 
ville, N. 0.; New Britain, Conn.; Maple- 
wood, Mo.; Central Br., Lane, Pa.; Man- 
dan, N. Dak.; Central Br., Boston, Mass.; 
Trafford, Pa.; Moyer Br., Connellsville, 
Pa. 

BY TACOMA, NO. 4, WASH. : (To 

abolish the Information Department of 
the National Office. First published Sept. 
11, 1915.) „ 

Seconded by Locals: Suomela, Wash.; 
Finnish Br., Maynard, Mass.; Snyder, 
Okla. 



Address, 

National Office Socialist Party, 
806 W. Madison St, CMMfo, 



EXPIRED NATIONAL REFERENDUMS. 

By Local Hiwasse, Arkansas. 

Proposing that a demand that the Pres- 
ident and Congress take over the rail- 
roads for Government ownership and man- 
agement be circulated for signatures in 
petition form. 

7 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds May 29, 1915. 

Expired August 27, 1915. 

Seconds: Columbus, Kans., 15; Sedan, 
Kans., 11; Atlanta, Ga., 21; Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif., 22; Omega, Fla., 22; Ogden, 
Utah, 85; So. Omaha, Nebr., 13. 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD 
STANDING, 196. 

By Local Las Cruses, New Mexico. 
Proposing an amendment to the Na- 
tional Constitution: Abrogate Article XIII 
and amend Sec. 1 of Article IV by adding 
to the first clause after the word 'ter- 
ritory' in line seven the words, "selected 
as nearly as possible among males and fe- 
males in proportion to the respective mem- 
bership of each in said states or terri- 
tories." 

Also: That Sec. 2 of Article V be 
amended to read: "The National Com- 
mittee shall elect an Executive Commit- 
tee of seven members at least two of 
whom shall be women, no two members of 
this committee shall be from the same 
state or territory." 

19 members in good standing. 

Published for seconds June 19, 1915. 

Expired Sept. 18, 1915. 

Seconds: El Paso, No. 1008, Tex.; 
Omega, Fla., 14. 

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP IN GOOD 
STANDING, 78. 



NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS. 

Chicago, 111., Sept. 20, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit for your 
consideration three motions as follows: 
National Committee Motions. 
By Irish of Maine. 

(1) That the Literature Department 
and Lecture Bureau be merged with the 
Executive Department and the Informa- 
tion Department discontinued from the 
date of adoption of thiB motion. 

(2) That communication be at once 
opened with the Rand School, of New 
York City, with a view to transferring 
the data and functions of the Informa- 
tion Department to that institution. 

(3) That immediately following the 
adoption of the above motions, the Exe- 
cutive Secretary stand instructed to pre- 
pare and submit to the National Commit- 
tee a list of suoh employes (with wages 
and duties) as he considers necessary for 
the proper conducting of the business of 
the National Office, this schedule to be* 
come operative upon its approval by mo- 
tion and vote of the National Committee. 

Comment. 

"The above proposals are directly in 
line with the provisions of Motion No. 17, 
recently adopted by this Committee, and, 
if adopted and put in effeet, will un- 
questionably result in the saving of sev- 
eral thousands of dollars annually in the 
operation of National Headquarters. 

' 'They also offer an opportunity to 
thoroughly test the reliability of that 
most remarkable communication recently 
issued by several Departmental Heads, in 
which wholesale charges of incompetency 
and mismanagement were lodged against 
our Executive Secretary. 

"By retiring a few of "the high con-, 
trading parties'' signing this "manifesto" 
and giving more responsibility and scope 
to the Executive Department we shall be 
able to determine the fitness or unfit 
ness of Comrade Laonfersiek for the posi- 
tion he occupies and at the same time 
ascertain whether this attempt to discredit 
him has any other foundation other than 
the desire of several high salaried "heads" 
to save their own baoon at the expense 
of their official chief. 

"There is a long lingering suspicion, 
gradually developing into a settled con- 
vinction in the minds, not only of an in- 
creasing number of this Committee, but 
what is of infinitely more importance, of 
the rank and file, that the National Office 
is a culture plant for a conglomeration of 
official parasites whose principal function 
is the steady assimilation of the "5c per" 
wrung from the flattened purse of the 
general membership. 

"It is alike useless to dodge the facjs 
or attempt to befog the issue. Even the 
lusty shibboleth of "Organise for 1916" 
will evaporate in mere atmospheric dist- 
urbance unless we demonstrate some obil. 
ity for organization by setting our National 
Household in order." 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, Sept. 21, 1015. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I sulbwrtt for your 
consideration the following motion: 
National Committee Motion. 
By Katterfeld of Washington. 
(Submitted for seconds). • 
"I move that the Information Depart- 
ment and the Literature Department be 
discontinued as separate departments, and 
that such of their activities as In the 
judgment of the Executive Secretary and 
the Executive Committee are absolutely 
essential to the welfare of the Patty be 
continued under the direction of the Exe- 
cutive Secretary." 

Comment. 

"This will save the Party over $6,000 
yearly that the Information Department 
and the head of the Literature Depart- 
ment now cost us. With an assistant the 
Executive Secretary can handle the lndis- 
peneible activities of these departments 
just as Comrades Barnes and Work did, 
and the Party will lose no essential serv- 
ice. 

"This will also re-establish unity of 
purpose in the National Office. The pres- 
ent condition of oo-ordinate, conflicting 
heads is intolerable. Its wasteful friction 
is evident. The Executive Secretary's 
word must be supreme in the National Of- 
fice, so that he can be held responsible 
for result*.'' 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., Sept. 25, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 
Dear Comrades: — I submit to yo* here- 



with two motion* for vote of your com- 
mittee: 

National Committee Motion Ho. 80. 

By Irish of Maine. 

Seconded by Stedman of Illinois, Can- 
right of Nebraska, Latimer of Minnesota, 
Allen of Pennsylvania, Tiller of North 
Carolina, Slayton of Pennsylvania, Hamil- 
ton of Oklahoma, Katterfeld of Washing- 
ton and Sinclair of Oklahoma. 

"That the Literature Department and 
Lecture Bureau be merged with the Exe- 
cutive Department and the Information 
Department discontinued from the date 
of the adoption of this motion." 

Allen and Canright endorsed the com- 
ment of Irish, as submitted to you under 
date of September 20. 

Vote closes October 16. Ballot in in- 
closed. 



National Committee Motion No. 21. 

By Katterfeld of Washington. 

Seconded by Warnock of Michigan, Nel- 
stadt of Maryland, Finke of Arnansas, 
Stars of Kentucky, Tiller of North Caroli- 
na, Slayton of Pennsylvania, Wilk of 
Georgia, Brewer of Kansas, Suitor of 
Vermont and Raymond of Mississippi. 

' 'That the Information Department and 
the Literature Department be discontinued 
as separate departments, and thnt such 
of their activities as in the judgment of 
the Executive Secretary and the Executive 
Committee are absolutely essential to the 
welfare of the Party be continued under 
the direction of the Executive Secretary." 

Vote closes October 16. Ballot is In- 
closed. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 



Chicago, Sept. 27, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — I submit to you 
herewith for vote of your committee the 
following motions: 

National Committee Motion No. 22. 
By Irish. 

"That communication be at once opened 
with the Rand School of New York City, 
with a view to transferring the data and 
functions of the Information Department 
to that institution." 

Vote closes Oct. 18, 1915. 

By Irish. 

' 'That immediately upon the adoption 
of above motions (motions No. 1 and No. 
2 by Irish, submitted for seconds with 
above motion) the Executive Secretary 
stands instructed to prepare and submit 
to the National Committee such a list of 
employes (with wages and duties) as he 
considers necessary for the proper con- 
ducting of the business of the National Of- 
fice, this schedule to become operative 
upon its approval by motion and vote of 
the National Committee." 

Vote closes Oct. 18, 1915. 

National Committee Motion No. 23. 
By Irish of Maine. 

Seconded by Stedman of Illinois, Can- 
right of Nebraska, Allen of Pennsylvania, 
Tiller of North Carolina and Slayton of 
Pennsylvania. 

"That immediately upon the adoption 
of above motions (motions No. 1 and No. 
2, by Irish sbumitted for seconds with 
above motion) the Executive Secretary 
stand instructed to prepare and submit 
to the National Committee a list of eirf- 
ployes (with wages and duties) as he 
considers necessary for the proper con- 
ducting of the business of the National 
Office, this schedule to become operative 
upon its approval by motion and vote of 
the National Committee. 

Comment. 

KATTERFELD: In regard to Motion 
No. 3 (of Irish) I want to say that in my 
judgment the details of office management 
should be left to the Executive Secretary. 
In spite of years of experience that I 
have had working in the National Office, 
I certainly would not feel competent from 
this distance to instruct the Executive Sec- 
retary to discharge a stenographer or to 
make a filing clerk help with the mimeo- 
graph work,, etc., etc. In the very nature 
of the case the National Committee can- 
not decide these details. 

Vote closes Oct. 18, 1915. 
National Committee Motion No. 24. 
By Reverlise of South Carolina. 

' 'That the letter sent out to the Na- 
tional Committeemen by Comrades J. L. 
Engdahl, Carl D. Thompson and Ralph 
Korngold stating the grave conditions ex- 
isting in the National Office at this time, 
holding that the present Executive Secre- 
tary is wholly responsible, and demanding 
his recall, be filed as information and 
taken up at the regular convention of the 
National Committee in May, 1916." 
Comment. 

WILK: I consider the attack made 
upon the National Secretary as entirely 
unwarranted and a stab in the back. Let 
the Convention decide who is to blame. 

Vote closes Oct. 18. Ballot inclosed. 
Frateranlly submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., Sept. 24, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrade*: — I submit to you 
herewith for vote of your committee the 
following appeal from the ruling of the 
National Executive Committee. 

National Committee Motion No. 19. 
An Appeal hy Irisn of Maine. 

"I appeal from the decision of the 
National Executive Committee, declaring 
my amendment to the Beardsley motion 
out of order." 

Comment. 

"If I can understand English, it is 
oertain that the subsection "i, " Section 
1, Article V of the National Constitution 
says that among other duties of the Na- 
tional Committee shall be that of recom- 
mending amendments to the Constitution 
to the party membership. 

"It is a mere juggling of words to say 
that this Committee has the power to re- 
commend changes in the organic law of 
the organisation and is denied the right 
to take similar action regarding a set of 
resolutions intended to determine the pol- 
icy of the party on one of the most vital 
issues confronting us. 

"To — war — with such parliamentary 
legerdemain 1 Thousands of Socialists the 
country over want to know where we 
stand on this question and are they to be 
denied because, at the very most, five men 
have decided that an effort on the part 
of this committee to determine our policy 
is "out of order?" Even I, myself, am 
in doubt as to whether, in case of Inva- 
sion, I should not be in danger of expul- 
sion from the party under the provisions 
of Art. II, Seo. 6, if I take up arms In 
defense of my wife and children. 

"Now, while we are at peace with the 
world, is the time to settle the policy we 
are to pursue in the day when the can- 
nons roar and this country goes as insane 
as Europe. If we are not big enough to 
face the issue without dodging behind the 
skirts of a technical evasion we had bet- 
ter hunt a convenient hole and pull the 
hole in after, us I 1 ' 

Vote closes October 15. Kindly use 
the inclosed voting card. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 

Chicago, 111., Sept. 24, 1915. 
To the National Committee. 

Dear Comrades: — The result of the 
third ballot for the Committee en Consti- 
tution is as follow*: 

BEARDSLEY: Streiff, Rodrignos, Roe- 
wer, HiUqult, Seidel, Griffiths, Revalise, 
Wattles, Carver, Maurer, Latimer, Keid. 
Johnston, Wilkin*. Tiller, Suitor, Metcalf, 
Allen, Beardsley, Lunn, Nichols, Ambler, 
Sinclair, McCrilHs, Kirkpatriek, Irish, 
Canright, Norton, Slayton. TOTAL 29. 

GOEBEL: Norton, Canright, Irish, 
Klrkpatrlek, Sinclair, Ambler, Nichols, 
Lunn, Beardsley, Metcalf , Suitor, Johnston, 
Maurer, Garver, Berger, Duncan, Raymond, 
Finke, Robertson, Hamilton, Demarest, 
Clark, Warnock, Neistadt, Gllleard. Wat- 
tles, Streiff, Roewer, Hlllquit, Slayton. 
TOTAL 80. 

KATTERFELD: Slayton, Clark, Gll- 
leard, Neistadt, Warnock, Raymond, Dun- 
can, Garver, Metcalf, Sinclair, Oajwlght, 
Katterfeld, Sadler, Ruthenberg, Williams, 
Pimibley, Leeland, Latimer, Reid, Wilkins, 
Allen, Tiller, MoOrillis, Griffith. TOTAL 
24. 

RINGLER: Rodtigues, Allen, Tiller, 
Latimer, Canright, Irish, Berger, Beards- 
ley, Suitor, Maurer, Hamilton, Demarest, 
Roewer, Slayton. TOTAL 14, 

ROEWER: Hlllquit, Stroiff, Wattle*, 
Demarest, Hamilton, Robertson, Berger, 
Garver, Johnston, Beardsley, Lunn, Nich- 
ols, Klrkpatrlek, Irish, Norton, Revelise, 
Williams, McOrlllls, Seidel, Rodrignos. 
TOTAL 20. 

RUTHENBERG: Allen, Wilkin*, Reid, 
Latlmar, Leeland, Plmbley, Sadler, Kat- 
terfeld, Norton, Sinclair, Raymond, Dun- 
can, Finke, Warnock, Clark, Neistadt. 
Gilleard. TOTAL 17. 

THOMPSON: Streiff, Wattles, Gllleard, 
Neistadt, Demarest, Hamilton, Robertson, 
Finke, Duncan, Raymond, Berger, Maurer, 
Hlllquit, Suitor, Johnston, Metcalf, Roe- 
wer, Nichols, Lunn, Ambler, Kirkp*trie*v 



WOMAN SUFFRAGE-A STEP 
NEARER SOCIALISM 



By Pauline M. 
NEWMAN 



\JLT OMAN Suffrage, like all movements throughout the ages, has been 
* ▼ misunderstood. Even today it is being misrepresented. Some 
people oppose it on the ground of ignorance and blind stupidity. Others 
are afraid of a thorough Democracy. Still others fear it because it is 
something new. There always were people who fear new idea*. If it 
were not so, humanity would make more rapid strides in the direction of 
progress. 

Like our own Socialist movement, woman suffrage was sneered at, 
laughed at,' ridiculed and until recently entirely ignored. And now* after 
long years of struggle, self sacrifice, faithful service, unmitigated courage 
and constant . agitation, it has at last won the attention of the -people. 
Not alone in this country, but throughout the civilized world. Woman 
suffrage is a world-wide movement. A movement which tends to free the 
other half of the human race — politically. It is a movement . that 'will 
help women realize their place in society. It signifies the cry tor..,Justice 
on the part of women. It bids men realize that women, too, are members 
of society; that as such they must have the means by which to express 
their opinions and sentiments on questions that concern thsm and their 
children and that of society at large. In short, women today, are asking 
to be recognized as human beings. They ask to be given a chance to help 
solve the problems in which they themselves are involved. They ask to 
be given the key of knowledge, now witheld from them by man-anade 
laws. They are knocking at the door of Freedom, and the door must, be 
opened before we can make this world a happier place to live in. 

* * * * 

TO THOSE WHO WORK for a living woman- suffrage also means 
power. Power %o improve the conditions under which they work. Power 
to establish a shorter work day. Power to elect their representatives: 
Power to have a say in the making of the ^laws by which they are gov- 
erned. Power to safeguard their lives in the mills and factories. Power 
to establish Minimum Wage Laws where organization is as yet impossible. 
Power to protect child toilers. In short, woman suffrage to the millions 
of toiling women, means the power that will teach them how to abolish 
the present unjust state of affairs, and substitute a system whereby men 
and women will become masters of their own destinies. 

At this point I can see men frown and say idtgnantly: — "But women 
are not intelligent enough to use that power — yet." First of all, let me 
thank you for your "yet," Mr. Man. And now let us proceed to see whether 
Mr. Man is intelligent enough to use the power of the ballot: ' 

You, Mr. Man, have been using the ballot for 140 years, and the fol- 
lowing is the result of your intelligence: More than 8,000,000 women 
work from early morning until late at night'for a wage not enough to hve 
on. You allow them to work in stock yardS, in iron foundaries, in mills, 
in sweat-shops and in all hazardous occupations. 

More than 2,000,000 little ones are sacrificed daily on the altar of 
profit; children deprived of God's sunshine, fresh air and of an education. 
Children who are being crippled physically, mentally, and morally for the 
rest of their lives. 

It is estimated that 50,000 girls are needed annually to replace those 
who rot in the white slave trade. 

* * e • 

THE LATEST investigations of the United States Industrial Relations 
Commission shows, that ONE THIRD of the Working class is poverty 
stricken; thirty-seven per cent of WIVES and MOTHERS have to work, 
in order to keep the wolf from the door; three or more persons occupy 
every sleeping room in thirty seven per cent of the workers' homes ; nearly 
20 per cent of the school children are underfed and undernourished— this 
In the richest country of the world! 

After all these years of mess and muddle you, Mr. Man, are afraid that 
women are not yet intelligent enough to use the political power! It is 
funny, were it not so sad! In the face of the above statistics Mr! Man, 
you cannot claim to be an efficient national housekeeper. At le"a!st' women 
are beginning to question your efficiency. In tjae face of the above, can 
you Mr. Man, withhold the voting power from the women any longer? 
Logically you cannot. And therein is the hope that you will finally under- 
stand, not only the justice, but the absolute necessity of giving the women 
political freedom. 

The tendency of our times is toward the establishment of'' ah in- 
dustrial Democracy. This Industrial Democracy ' can be established by 
peaceful political action with the ballot in the hands of men and women. 
Men alone will not do it. He could not if he wanted to. He cannot hope 
to achieve his ideal leaving woman behind. She- will drag him back. Both, 
men and women will have to be equipped with the same powers if hu- 
manity is to live in peace and plenty. ' 

* * • • 

WE SOCIALISTS claim that the emancipation of ' tWa'wdipkm* class 
must come through workers themselves. * Women are part of the working 
class. Aye, more, women are part of the class struggle. The emancipa- 
tion of the working class cannot and wilV not come as long as women will 
remain politically enslaved. And in order to come one step nearer to- 
ward our ideal, women must become enfranchised* - 

After all, it is a question of time. Woman suffrage cannot be done 
away with forever— no more than you can do away with tie rising tide, 
of Socialism. Both movements are bound to win out in the end. They 
are movements that MOVE toward a greater Democracy. Toward a great* 
er justice, and above all— toward a greater Freedom. 

That is why Woman Suffrage is just one step nearer to SociaUsm. . 



fLEAR A WAY TH E RUBBISH 

\* By EMlL SEIDEL 

RE ANOTHER fifteen years shall have passed by, the women of our 
country will have secured the right to vote. 

How do we know? Because by that time all the rubbish that stands 
in the way of its achievement shall have been removed. 

When that is done the right to vote shall belong to the women. 

I do not say that in fifteen years all women shall vote or be ripe, to 1 
vote. Not all men vote today nor are all fit to vote. Why then the 
women? 

Like with men of today, not all women will possess a consciousness 
of their duty. But that will not bar those who do possess that con- 
sciousness. 

* • * *l 

IT IS UNREASONABLE to look to wdman's entry into politics for 
miracles. Men have wrought none. Why" should women? 

Neither is it true that women's votes will destroy the home. Men's 
votes have not done so. Why should women's? 

The home, where once the boy and girl were taught the arts, of life 
and found a haven of refuge, has been destroyed." Bui votes <*id not* do it. 
Capitalism has done that. 

It is capitalism that has driven the boy, the girl, the woman^. yea*— 
the mother from hearth and home; taken away, their life work fcti&gjsced 
it in the factory. 

Those who babble of the danger from women's votes to the purity of 
women, the sanctity of family and home, remind one 6f an Egyptian 
mummy that through its ossified silence speaks to us of days long past. 

They are like the fossils— good enough in a museum of ethnology, 
but rubbish in a living social organism, 

AWAY WITH THEM! 

^ • • * • 

IF DANGER threatens the purity of wbman, the child and the race, 
it comes not from her who recognizes her duty in public life and polities' 
• — but from those who would prevent her from exercising her duty. 

There does threaten a danger to our race. 

It threatens from those who would for mercenary reasons confine the 
woman in a doll-house. 

It threatens from those who would. ..condemn the woman to a life of 
inactivity; who would have her a victim to indolence — the mother of all 
vice; who would degrade her to the position of harem beauties, 

WOMEN! REBEL AND CLEAR AWAY THE RUBBISH! 

* * * ' * 

LIKE THE. deadly germs of a decomposing carcass, these reaction- 
ary Obstacles would poison womankind by denying it the rlgbt to labor 
where its work is to be found. 

Room for argument there is none, for a .carcase can not reason. 

Its stench is nauseating. Its touch is deadly. 

CLEAR AWAY THE RUBBISH. 



Leeland, Revelise, Ruthenberf, Williams, 
Wilkins, MeOrillls, Griffith, Seidel, Rodrl- 
sue*. TOTAL 80. 

WILLIAMS: Seidel, Griffith*, Tiller, 
Leeland, Williams, Sadlor, Katterfeld, 
Revelise, Ambler, Finke, Warnock, Clark. 
TOTAL 12, 

TOTAL NUMBER VOTING, 46. 

NOT VOTING: Connolly, Wilk, Sted- 
man, Brewer, Stark, Jones, Bell, Nuorteva, 
Latimer, Whaley, Goebel, Boudln, Strebel, 
LeSueur, Burgess, Holt, Terlisner, Kin- 
der. TOTAL NOT VOTING, 18. 

No candidate received a majority of the 
committee on the third ballot, and I am 
therefore rebmlttlng the fourth ballot for 
the Committee on Constitution, 

Comrade Roewer has requested 'that his 
name be omitted from the fourth ballot. 

Vote closes, Oct. 9, 1915. Kindly use 
the inclosed voting blank. 

Report on National Committee Motion 

No. 18 (by Boudln.) 
' 'Thai the action . of the National . Exe- 
oxrtiT* Committee in deciding to partioi- 



HOPE FOB MORE WOMEN IS THE 
UTAH SOCIALIST PARTY. 
By Eva Smith. 

The Socialist women of Utah who 
have the vote are fully alive to our 
interests when voting time comes — 
but I regret to say that a very 
small number of women are mem- 
beie of the party. There are several 
reasons for this. Perhaps the most 
common one is, not realizing the 
need of women in the party. Our 
new State Organizer, Comrade Sto- 
ney, believes in the women taking 
an active part in the movement, and 
we hope that after this there will 
be a larger number of women mem- 
bers. 



THE CAMPAIGN 
FOR SUFFR AGE 

By THERESA SERBER MALKIEL 



PEOPLE trained in various re- 
form movements, and in the 
Socialist movement above all others, 
know well hw much the growth of 
the movement, or movements is, as 
a rule, due to. the energy, devotion 
and unbounded enthusiasm of the 
women in their midst It has been 
said more than once that a revolu- 
tion with woman as part of it is 
far stronger than the established 
order that omits her. 

For the last half a century, dur- 
ing the life of our present Social- 
ist movement, onr women, working 
for the general welfare, contributed 
fully their share and more than 
their share -.to the steadiness of the 
cause* 

But, it required the additional fuel 
of personal redemption to bring to 
the surface, their wonderful ability 
in doing real things that count* even 
with the chance observer. On the 
surfaoe it may appear to be but an- 
other 'phase in the battle of sexes, 
with women on the one side of tho 
battlefield. Closer examination 
shows, however, that the Socialist 
women, as the Socialist men, draw 
their class lines distinctly, and con- 
stantly avow their closer relation 
to the men of their class than to 
their sex of the other class. 

• • * • 

IN THE MIDST of the Suffrage 
parades, brass bands and bright ban- 
ners, the Socialist Suffragists stand 
out as a separate, opeuly partisan, 
loyal to the working class political 
Party, The Socialist Party. 

Never before in the history of 
political campaigns was a campaign 
entrusted to a more capable body of 
women than the Socialist Women 
in the four suffrage campaign 
States. As determined as any women 
to Obtain political rights, the So- 
cialists Want the ballot in order to 
use it to the best advantage for the 
working class as a whole. 

Their agitation differs from all 
others In the fact that they not only 
preach the necessity of having the 
ballot, but also point out the proper 
way of using it In their speeches 
ami literature thay discuss earnest- 
ly *he big problems confronting the 
people at the present hour . intelli- 
gently 'showing -the role played to- 
day by women in all phases of hum- 
an activity. 

• • « • 

WHAT WONDER that the telling 
work ?f these women has won for 
them the whole hearted co-operation 
of the men comrades. Having con- 
sidered the suffrage amendment but 
a side issue, a matter of secondary 
importance to the Socialist move- 
ment, the Socialist organizations 
through the four campaign states 
have now thrown the full weight of 
their agitation to the campaign for 
woman's political enfranchisement. 
Today we, in the four campaign 
states, no longer have men or wo- 
men Socialist Suffragists, all So- 
cialists are equally earnest in their 
work for woman's political freedom. 
Hundreds of Socialist men are 
preaching this gospel from Social- 
ist platforms, fully as many ably 
wield their pen to the same pur- 
nose, whtle still others by the thous- 
ands spread Socialist Suffrage liter- 
ature, carry platforms, canvass pro- 
spective voters and give their hard 
earned pennies to promote the 
cause. 

In other words, the stakes have 
moved in the campaign territory. 
Each advance made by the women 
comrades who are an integral part 
of the Socialist organizations,- 
prompts the action to he taken by 
the organization as a whole. And, 
though the campaign is still in em- 
bryo, the Suffragists already point 
to us as our friends the Socialists, 
the audiences eagerly consume our 
Socialist dessert which they inevit- 
ably get after a dose of suffrage 
meat, and the capitalist press is 
raising a howl that the Socialist 
work leads in the suffrage agitation. 



Thousands of leaflets have made 
their appearance in many of the 
principal cities In France denounc- 
ing the war, charging that the daily 
newspapers are deceiving the people 
and urging the workers to prepare 
for a revolt The authorities are 
unable to locate the persons who 
are Issuing the leaflets. 



ORGANIZE FOR 1916 FUND 



pate In the so-called "Friend* of Peace " 
Convention, to be held in Chicago on Sep. 
tember 6, IBIS, and accrediting (telega til* 
to' represent the Socialist Party at ansa 
convention, be disapproved.'* • ' 
. VOTING YESi Williajsa, Griffiths, 
Beaidsley, Johns^w.' . Puwbl*r, JUrkpatrick. 
McCHllis, Stark, *jri rt> NeistaJK ToimV, 
Warnock, Latimter. Raymond, CanrlgM, 
Nichols, Metcalf, Hlllquit, LeSneur, Wil- 
kins, Ruthenberg, Hamilton, Holt, Sinclair, 
Streiff, Allen, Revelise, BalL Ambler, 
Suitor, Sadler, Kintzer. TOTAL VOTING 
YES, 82. 

VOTING NO: Robertaon, Pink*, Sted- 
man, Wattle*, Goebel, Tiller. Maurer, Gil- 
leard. TOTAL VOTING NO, 8. 

Seidel declined to vote. 

NOT VOTING: Connollly, Norton, WUk, 
Clark, Rodriguez, Brewer, Jones, Nuor- 
teva, Rissanen, Garver, Duncan, Whaler, 
Demarest, Lunn, Boudin, Strebel, Slayton, 
Reid, Leeland, Terlisner, Burgess, Katter- 
feld, Berger,' Seidel. TOTAL NOT VOT- 
ING, 24. 

fljhe motion to reverse '^he ''Executive 



CONTRIBUTIONS OF 82: Local Port- 
land, Ma.! Local Warrenton, Mo.; Local 
Milwaukee, Wise; Local Vlnal Raven, 
Me.s Loom No. 18, San Antonio, Texas; 
Local Seattle, Wash.; Local Goldfteld, 
Ooteil L»e»* Dovil'a Lake,*. N. D.; Slov- 
anian Br, No, 488, San Francisco, Calif.; 
Local Gooding, Ida.; Local Willlston, N. 
]>.;' Local Groat Falls, Mont.; Bohemian 
Bf .; IS. St. Louis, IH.j Sandy Bend Local 
Laxiufton, Waab,} Local Culver, Ind.; 
Local Kenosha, ' Wise. ; German Br., Lot 
Angel**, Calif. 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF $1: Mr. and 
Mrs. Win. Gardner, Newark N. J. 

Total ta end of Sept. 25th, Sl.S8S.nB. 



Committee carried. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Walter Lanfersiek, Executive Secretary. 
Comment on Motion No. 19. 

WATTLES : I do not think It will hurt 
n* to discuss peace measures with any 
group of people. If our Socialism is so 
weak and flabby that it cannot stand test- 
ing it is not worthy of our loyalty. Any- 
how, the Friends of Peace will have ad- 
journed before w* make the great deci- 
sion. 



American Socialist 
LECTURE BUREAU 

RALPH KORNGOLD, Manager 



SOMETHING ABOUT THE LOCALS. 

JUST TO give us a few encouraging words, Moline, 111., writes: "Yom 
needn't worry about Moline not making good, We will do our best."" 

* * « * 

A. N. LAKIN, State Line, Ind., is sure some hustler. He is the lone 
comrade who has undertaken the course himself. There is no local in his. 
community to help him sell tickets but that matters little to him. He is, 
sending in tickets regularly to this office and the required amount de- t 
manded by the National Office has already reached us. If one comrade 
can do this think what a success a good live local could make of the 
course. 

* * • • 

BLWOOD, IND., has a record. They made good on the late Selded 
tour and when the course of three speakers was offered to this local, they 
immediately signed the contract and are sending in tickets in big bunches, 
and making prompt payments. 

» • * * 

BUFFALO, N. Y., is on the job. A check of $20 comes in to pay tor 
their last bunch of cardB. They write: "The tickets are being circulated 
and if all things are equal we should have a good set of meetings." 

* » * • 

, LANSING, MICHIGAN, says: "We are sending in money to you to 

help pay the cost of advertising, etc. We will do all we can to get the 

money into your hands as fast as possible." This is the spirit most of 

our locals are showing. It is indeed encouraging. 

e * * * 

WASHINGTON, PA., always makes good on its undertakings when It 

comes to lectures. A remittance covers the bunch of cards they nave.al- 1 
ready sold. They inform Tis that ticket sales are going along nicely and 

a series of successful meetings is expected. 

* * * * 

HANNA, WYO., is a little town on the map but it is not little in *»r 

thusiasm. Fifty dollars comes to pay for tickets sent in by Hustler Angwln. 

* * • * 

"JUST WATCH us get up and hustle," say the comrades of Paso 

Robles, Cal. 

* * e • 

A LITTLE TOWN in Sedalia, Mo., has found no difftoulty in conduct- 
ing the course so far. They hav'e given us reason to believe the course 
will be a success. 

* * • • 

MIAMI, ARIZ., has long ago remitted its first payment Of $S0. 'Th» 
comrades of that sunny clime are sure to get ahead with their b*g bunoh 
of hustlers. 

* * e * 

YUMA, ARIZ., is making progress. It takes a live hustler Bzto Rob- 
ertson to wake up the dead comrades.^ 

THE LOCALS above are by no means the only workers amootr out 

number. Many others are responding in a way that is satisfactory to the- 
National Office. We have few stagnant locals on our list. We count our 
American Socialist Lecture Locals as the best and livest in the country. 

* e • e 

DATES ARE NOW being assigned as fast as our routing clerk can 
complete his work. Exercise a little patience if your date has been as- 
signed. We are working on this course daily and a little delay now will 
insure fewer mistakes in the future. ^ 

SEE THAT YOUR tickets are put into the hands of some oomrade 
with selling ability. See that the sale of the tickets is started at oncS, 
We have found that the locals that started the sale of tickets before the* 
date of the meeting are the ones that have succeeded. DO NOT WAIT UN- 
TIL THE VERY LAST MOMENT but go at it now. You will be surprised, 
at the number you can sell within an hour. You can haveticket contests 
and arouse a tremendous interest in your local. Start something but sell 
your tickets NOW. 




OPEN FORUM 



WORK TOGETHER IN TEXAS.— 

The Socialists of Texas do not see 
any reason for considering woman's 
work at all— they are so fully con- 
verted to Socialist ideals they re- 
gard the women members of the par- 
ty as. comrades and equals and are 
not prepared to consider their work 
in the party as any different from 
their own. They elect them on com- 
mittees, as secretaries in the locals, 
as county secretaries, as a matter 
of course, and seem not to think 
anything in particular about it. 

Our speakers usually include wo- 
man suffrage in their lectures. Now, 
with this state of feeling, H is hard 
to find out just what women are 
doing. We know they are at work, 
that their work is appreciated, but 
to separate it from that of the men 
comrades is impossible. 

While this state of things is in 
some ways satisfactory, in other 
ways it is not. We are in danger 
of giving to societies and associa- 
tions our undeveloped workers. 
From information received from 
some who are earnest workers 
among the men comrades, I iind 
there are many women who need 
to be urged to take up the work. 
They are well educated and capable 
of useful work, but are too modest 
to push themselves forward. I am 
Of the opinion that it is the duty of 
the party to urge them" forward. 
They are needed and should be put 
into active work. 

The woman's share in the work 
this past year has been well done. 
When they are in party office they 
are prompt with their reports, and 
active in keeping up with the party 
work. As speakers they have good 
audiences and leave good impres- 
sions on the minds of their hearers. 
Their work is characterized by an 
earnestness of purpose that makes 
all their work effective. 

As time goes on, it is to be ex- 
pected that the woman membership 
will show a decided increase and 
that many new members will qualify 
as speakers both for suffrage and 
for Socialism. — EMMA G. KEL- 
SEY, Texas. 

WHX SHOULD WOMEN Y0TE1 
Is a woman a human being? If 
not, there is no more to»say. If so, 
then she is entitled to the right, 
privileges and immunities of a hum- 
an being. 

Emancipated from the slavery that 
has been her lot from the earliest 
days of history, freed from the slav- 
ish mental traits that have been im- 
posed upon her, the human race 
will advance to a glorious future 
that is impossible under manhood 
suffrage alone; for the very reason 
that slave mothers transmit to their 
offspring 1 their own qualities and 
are now mentally incapable of teach- 
ing the children as free human be- 
ings should be taught. Equal suf- 
frage is the first step. 

Take a review of the status of 
woman in the countries of the world 
and you will see that that status 
typifies the status of each nation's 
"civilization." Extension of suffrage 
to include all adult humans is an 
Inevitable part of the evolution of 
society and the human race; opposi- 
tion comes only from those who in- 
herit too large a proportion of their 



thinking machinery from mothers in 
bondage to the age-long rule of 
man's supremacy, might above mind,- 
— E. F. ATWOOD. 



Emanuel Julius, who has been 'do- 
ing some good work as- Sunday c. ji 
tor of the New York Calf has joined 
the Appeal to Reason staff/ The 
Call is havinig a hard rbw' to hoc,' 
its financial difficulties^ havttfg "De- 
come acute, and last week it looked 
as though that splendid dally ''WoXild 
be forced to suspend. That Tact 
doesn't speak well for the English- 
reading working people of New'' 
York, where German, Jewish and 
and other foreign language papers 
are being successfully supported. 
There never is a strike, or any.ofb.er 
difficulty in which the Call is found 
wanting. But the workers prefer, to 
support the Times, Sun, World, 
Journal and other plute sheets that, 
bludgeon them in every critical si- 
tuation. 



(eyans 
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PIANOS 

^ ^k .and Players at 

^Wholesale L 



30 
Dag 
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, Direct from mr f «etory to you.To Introdtic«our 
ProflC-Sharing- Plan, we offer one in each kwaHtjr 
at the rock-bottom, whole sale priee— pnttin*- 

, $200 In Your Pocket 

„ Artlstio designs, exclusive features. fci«ftf- 
flcally built, producing wonderful tonal effeet*— 
1 the Acme of Perfection. . .__ 

UNLIMITED GUARANTEE backed by Three JOI- 
liou Capital. FREIQHT CHARGES ALLOWED. 
Easy payments— no interest— no extras. 



FREE 

[ Story & dark Piano Co.,SffScfc.'!K: 



Stool and Scarf— TwoYears* 
Coarse Piano Instructions 
Writ* Today, ■• the Plrat 



WOULD YOU 

show thisstandardhlffh grade 
fully visible typewriter to, 
your friends and let them 
see wherein it exxells any 
other $100 typewriter, 
if by doing this and ren- 
dering other small assist- 
ance, you could easily earn one 
to keep asyonr own.Then by post card 
or letter to us simply say Mail Particulars." 
WOODSTOCK TYKWanCR CO. Bu s 12s ,W***ttae*,lll. 




The town of Lake Worth, Florida, has 

a few thousand dollars municipal (Hgat 
and water) six per cent bonds for sale. 
They have been issued in ten dollar de- 
nominations so that those who have saved 
up a few dollars and wish to invest It 
safely might purchase in any amount from- 
one bond up. These bonds have been val- 
idated by the court, and are now on sale 
by A. H. Shipman, Vice Mayor, Lake 
Worth, Fla. 



Sales Agent %gs*12M 

We went on* nchuire Mpreuntative ^ViBrVw^. a Year 
in ererr county. Th« pwidon U worth 1100 7**T*M*%i « ura | 

• month to one selected. If inexperienced /XJf ' 
we train yon. Write ua, the larscat mzr'e or 7*4eMB«UV 
transparent handled Knirea and Bnaora, for propoei- ^enea.1 
Hon. Novelty Cutlery Co. 287Bar St., Cinfin.O. 



New Feather Beds Only 55.40 

6 font Feather fillew. 11.00 air aair. New Clean, Odorleas, 
Sanitary and Duatle.B Feathers. Beat Ticking. 8aMef«c; 
tlon guaranteed. Write for F*£i catalog and our wonderful 
FREE OFFEE. Agenta wanted. ^ 

SBUTso* ruma • nut* *>., net, wtw. ■.swUiis.b. t 



Weekly, 50 cents per Year. 
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THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST, OCTOBER 4, 1915. 



Clubs of four of more, 40 weeks, 25 cents. 



MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST 
VOTER AN AMERICAN 
SOCIALIST READER 



Last Week 44^671 

Off 1»B»« 



On 



42,675 
872 



This Week i&MI 

Loss ... 1»024 



LECTURE COURSE BRIGADE IS 
MAKING FORCED MARCHES. 
The Lecture Course Brigade is 
making forced marches towards the 
trenches. A few isolated troops 
have already arrived and hare some- 
what retarded the uninterrupted 
progress of the "Off* army. The 
heavy masses of Lecture Course sub- 
scribers are, however, still on the 
way and their arrival is looked for 
with the greatest impatience by the 
veterans In the trenches. Forced 
marches will be necessary, how- 
ever, in order to save the situation. 



ROLL OF HONOR 



□ 



"Here Is SI to pay for four 40-week 
■Descriptions as per my pledge of one 
"sub" per Week until the 100,000 mark 
is reached.'' — P. L. LYNCH, Kansas. 

JT. J. PRUCHA, New York, comes in for 
his regular order of 12 sub-oards. 

ROBERT ALIEN, Massachusetts, puts 
four names on the map this week. 

"The paper is sure getting better with 
every issue," writes FLOYD A. KENT, 
Michigan. 

HENRY MILLER, Pennsylvania, al- 
though 81 years old Is not too old to 
work for his party paper. He enlists with 
us for another four years. 

A half dozen names appear this week 
on our roster through the efforts of H. 
LAKE, Washington. 

O. O. MYERS, brings In five comrades 
to Join the ranks of The American So- 
cialist army. 

THOMAS OARDY, New York, brings In 
a little army of 8 recruits. 

"Enclosed you will find money order 
for $10 for sub-cards to THE BEST SO- 
CIALIST PAPER ON EARTH TODAY — 
THE AMERICAN SOCIALIST."— ALEX. 
M. FISK, Detroit, Michigan. 

"No trouble to get subs. I will have 
some more next week and will try to send 
a list every week this year as I am in the 
thickest bunoh of Dubbs I ever saw. Put 
this list of Henrys on right away." We 
put a dosen names on the list as per the 
request of W. M. FRENCH, Indiana. 

WILBUR KURTH, of Georgia, goes on 
a visit and harvests a bunch of subs. 

JESSIE L. ROSS, California, orders 28 
Initiation subscription cards for new mem- 
bers. 

IRVIN H. OADY, Indiana, puts the 
names of 21 school teachers on The Amer- 
ican Socialist map and suggests that all 
locals put their school teachers on the 
subscription list of The American So- 
cialist. 

A four years' subscription to The Amer- 
ican Socialist will cost $1. Subscribe 
now. 



SOME OF OUR PREMIUMS FOR LISTS 
OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

OUR NOVELTY KNIFE for a club of 
16 subscribers at 25 cents each. A 
BEAUTIIUL SOCIALIST PENNANT for 
a club of 6 subscribers at 25 cents each. 

YOTT CAN ABT THE KNIFE AND 
_ «<ANT BY SENDING IN A CLUB OF 
20 SUBSCRIBERS. 

The above are premiums that are prov- 
ing most popular with our comrades. Write 
for a SUBSCRIPTION BLANK and dur- 
ing your spare time solicit for subscrip- 
tions and you will be surprised how many 
you will get with but little effort. 



SUFFRAGE IN OREGON IS BIG 
SUCCESS EXPERIENCE SHOWS. 
By Mary L. Ferguson. 
Aifter several defeats, full suffrage 
was granted to the women of Ore- 
gon in 1912, and a large percentage 
of them are taking advantage of the 
ballot. In some localities, more 
women than men are voting. So 
far voting at the polls has not . in- 
terfered with the "Home," nor have 
there been "More divorces from dif- 
ferences in political beliefs,"! and 
by looking over the registration 
lists, I find that the husband and 
wife are not always registered the 
same. 

One distinct feature is that those 
women who talked against suffrage, 
are all voting. 

There are women in the legisla- 
ture, also mayors, in city councils, 
clerks, etc., and especially are they 
numerous on election boards. In 
fact woman suffrage in Oregon has 
been a decided success, and under 
no condition would the voters go 
back to the old system. 

By request of Che Suffrage League 
the Socialist Party framed the Suf- 
frage measure Chat was carried by 
Referendum in 1912 and it was 
known as one of the shortest meas- 
ures ever put on the ballot. 



AIT INSANE SYSTEM. 
There are too many peaches in 
the Chicago produce market So 
the merchants burn the excess in 
order to keep up the prices. This 
happens in one section of the city. 
In another section the children of 
the poor are out in the alleys rob- 
bing the garbage cans of whatever 
food they may find. Can anyone 
imagine a more insane system? 



WHERE WOMEN TOTE. 
If the growing strength of the 
Mothers' Congress movement in Co- 
lorado is indicative, there is little 
prospect of the home going to pieces. 
There are fifty parent-teachers' 
circles in Denver alone, twenty in 
Pueblo and several in adjoining 
towns. In regard to juvenile crime, 
Judge Lindsey reports that, while in 
ten years the school population more 
than doubled, juvenile delinquency 
in Denver had decreased nearly 200 
per cent. Colorado has an eight- 
hour day for women, and children 
are not allowed to work under 16 
years of age unless they have fin- 
ished the eighth grade of school. 
New York has a ten-hour day and 
Maine has a nine-hour day. 



A VOTE FOR MRS. 
PAT. 0NHAG AN 

By META L. STERN 



MRS. Pat O'Hagan is not a suf- 
fragist. She is not an "anti" 
either. She has never thought on 
the question of votes for women nor 
any other public question for the 
simple reason that they have never 
entered into her Mfe. Work and 
still more work is what Mrs. O'Hag- 
an's life is made of. She gets up at 
five o'clock, liights the fire, and pre- 
pares the breakfast for Pat who 
goes to work at six. Then she 
arouses, washes, dresses and feeds 
her five little children, and sends 
three of them off to school. By the 
time beds are made, rooms tidied 
up, dishes washed and marketing 
done, it is time to get lunch for the 
children. In the afternoon there is 
washing, Ironing, scrubbing and 
mending to be done. On her easy 
days Mrs. O'Hagan can go down to 
the park for an hour with one baby 
in the go-cart and the other cling- 
ing to her skirt. If the babies will 
let her she can sit on a bench and 
discuss the high price of eggs, the 
weather and the neighbors with 
Mrs. Franz Muller. Then she must 
hurry home for there is a dinner to 
be cooked for Pat and the children, 
and after dinner there are more 
dishes to be washed, five children 
to be put to bed, and more sewing 
and mending to be done, while Pat 
reads or smokes his pipe or is out 
with other men. That is the story 
of Mrs. O'Hagan's life day toy day, 
summer and winter, year in and 
year out. 

If I were to tell Mrs. O'Hagan that 
she needs a vote, she would not un- 
derstand me. It would seem as 
strange and impossible to her as 
if I told her she needs a vacation 
in Newport And yet I demand a 
vote for Mrs. Pat O'Hagan and for 
the millions of women of her kind, 
in preference to all your tax-pay- 
ing women and college-bred women 
and professional women; even in 
preference to your wage-earning wo- 
men in factories, stores and offices. 
For the Mrs. O'Hagan type of wo- 
man is the most unprotected of all. 
The tax-paying woman has the pro- 
tection of property; the college-bred 
professional woman has the pro- 
tection of knowledge and social 
status; the wage-earning woman 
has, or can have, the protection of 
the labor union and a certain econ- 
omic independence that invariably 
comes with the pay-envelope. But 
Mrs. O'Hagan has neither property 
nor education, neither union nor 
pay-envelope. Her work of bearing 
and rearing children, and provid- 
ing food, clothing, cleanliness and 
comfort, — the most important, the 
most socially valuable work in the 
world, — is unremunerated and held 
held in slight esteem because it is 
the age-long, traditional labor of 
her sex. To those who measure the 
value of labor by dollars and cents, 
it is not labor at all. Indeed Pat 
himself has been heard to remark 
with pride: "my wife doesn't work, 

she's at home." 

* * * • 

BECAUSE Mrs. O'Hagan has no 
pay-envelope, because her hardest 
drudgery never brings her a cent of 
her own, she is doubly dependent. 
She depends firstly on Pat's boss, 
and secondly on Pat. If the boss 
discharges Pat. she and her child- 
ren are thrown into poverty. If the 
boss cuts Pat's wages, she must 
work harder and scrimp more. But 
if the boss gives Pat a raise and 
Pat is not inclined to be generous 
to his family, it means no improve- 
ment of her lot. If Pat chooses to 
spend a considerable part of his 
earnings on liquor and tobacco, Mrs. 
Pat has no control. The money is 
his not her's. 

I demand a vote for Mrs. Pat O'- 
Hagan because I believe that it will 
be a means of self protection to her, 
that it will give her a power where- 
by she may gradually ease and im- 
prove her lot and may smoothen the 
path of life for her daughter. I 
want to see Mrs. O'Hagan's life ani- 
mated and elevated by general so- 
cial betterment. Just as I consider 



TOTHEWORKINGMEN OF THE 
UNITED STATES 



By MAX S.HAYES 



THERE are now, according to the latest United States census 
reports, 7,oo6»6oo women employed' in gainful occupations. 
Ten years ago the number was less than, 5,000,000, so that the 
increase was over 40 per cent, or three fimes faster than the in- 
crease in population. 

There are also nearly 2,000,000 children employed in the industries, 
fully one-half of whom are little girls, who are being robbed of child- 
hood's pleasures and whose lives are being coined into dollars, just as the 
labor power of your sisters, mothers and daughters is being ground into 
profits by the few thousand persons who control the wheels of industry. 

What are you going to do about this unnatural and unnecessary con- 
dition of affairs! 

* * * * 

DISMISS, FOR the moment, that soothing, flattering fiction which 
smooth, oily-tongued exploiters and their poliUciansjand editors feed you 
upon about these toilers being "business women," the "new woman," etc. 
whose self-supporting "independence" is supposed to place their sex up- 
on a glorious pinnacle to be admired by all the world, and look the hard 
facts squarely in the face. 

The millions of women toilers don't trudge to the mills, factories,, 
stores and offices week in and week out, year after year, to work for 50 
cents, 75 cents, $1.00 or perhaps $1.50 (if they are fortunate) per day be- 
cause they love to hear the whirring machinery, inhale the fetid air, stand 
or walk about until utterly exhausted, or manipulate the fingers until 
dizzy and faint just because they love the work — they don't like to be 
locked between four walls eight, nine, ten or more hours per day like a 
bird in a cage because the boss may be a fine gentleman who lives on the 
avenue and supports his family in comfort and luxury. 

*No; they work because they need the wages or the "pin money." They 
don't want to be a burden on father, 'brother or husband whose pay is 
insufficient to purchase all the necessaries that are required by the fam- 
ily. So they gradually and unconsciously grow into a condition where 
they become a slave to the wage that they must depend upon — a depend- 
ent instead of an independent worker, in point of fact. 

* * * * 

UNDOUBTEDLY THE majority of wage-working women regard their 
situation as only a temporary arrangement — until "my ship comes in," 
until their ideal comes along and sings the old, sweet song— and all, with- 
out exception, dream of the happy time when they will live in domestic 
security, surrounded by loving husband and laughing children, when they 
may beautify their own cozy little home with all the pretty and dainty 
little things that help to elevate and ennoble the soul. 

But how many of these pleasurable Ideals are rudely shattered J How 
many young women in their desperation to get the home for which they 
yearn and escape workshop slavery mistake temporary infatuation for 
TRUE love! 

The terrible, growing and admittedly incomplete statistics on prosti- 
tution tell part of the story. • The scandalously increasing grind of the 
divorce courts (where one divorce is now obtained for every five mar- 
riages) tell more of the story. The separations, the bitter quarrels and 
crimes that are the effects of hasty ill-considered marriages, insufficient 
wages of husbands, poverty and suffering supply more chapters to this 
sordid, sorrowful book of life. 

* * * • 

LISTEN! AFTER looking upon the present social madness and in- 
equalities, stop and consider that our American grandmothers were not 
compelled to serve as shop and factory slaves, nor were the children 
dragged into mills and mines at a tender age, as your women an-f child- 
ren are being exploited today and think, too, that with all the discoveries 
that have been made and machinery invented to increase the production 
and distribution of wealth and to spread knowledge and culture and re- 
finement among all the people — where a little boy or girl is able to pro- 
duce more 'by a thousand fold in a given amount of time than could its 
grandmother — there is no sane reason on earth why a single man, woman 
or child in this whole broad land of ours should want for sufficient food 
and clothing and a comfortable home. There's plent/ of wealth pro- 
duced so that all could live in comfort if it were fairly distributed. 

* * * * 

POVERTY. AND misery exist among millions of people because we as 
workers have not done justice to ourEelves. We have piled up billions of 
dollars of wealth for a few thousand families of idlers, who now control 
the railways, mines, mills, factories, stores, etc., and they dictate the 
wages that the workers receive and increase the cost of living ito suit 
themselves. How can they help growing richer and richer each yiear, 
until soon they will possess all wealth and condemn all the working 
people to exist in a condition of hopeless slavery. 

What are you going to do about it? Organize; educate and enfran- 
chise tJie women! Those who work for wages must join unions to defend 
themselves against being forced to accept still more onerous conditions, 
and strive to gain improvements from day to day. 

The women must demand and secure the ballot because it belongs to 
them as a matter of right, not to be used as a plaything, but to be em- 
ployed as a powerful and mighty weapon to obtain remedial legislation 
and to establish social justice as proposed in the program of the Socialist 
Party — the only party of the working people — the only political organiza- 
tion that is committed, the world over, to the principle of emancipating 
the toiling masses from the yoke of capitalism,- the merciless capitalism 
that plunders and enslaves the many, aye! that kills and maims vast 
multitudes in mills and mines and on railways and on gory battle-fields 
to enrich a few useless parasites. 

.... 

READ THE literature of the Socialist movement, attend the meetings 
of party locals and branches, become enrolled as a member in the great- 
est movement for peace and emancipation that the world lias ever known, 
and do your little part to secure justice for your wife, mother, sister or. 
daughter. In a word, be a MAN and play a manly part in securing a 
square deal for all womankind. 



the carpet sweeper in Mrs. O'Hag- 
an's home superior to the broom on 
which her mother depended, so I 
consider the ballot in Mrs. O'Hagan's 
hands superior to her indirect in- 
fluence. 

"But," you may say, "even if Mrs. 
O'Hagan is given a vote she won't 
use it. She will not recognize 
where her own interest lies. She 
only cares about her personal life 
and won't take an interest in pol- 
itics." 

That is where you are mistaken. 
Mrs. O'Hagan is not devoid of in- 
terest; it is only that her interest 
has never been awakened. She is 
not hopeless, she has only never 
been given a chance. Mrs. O'Hagan 
was quick to see the advantage of 
the carpet sweeper over the broom. 
She was quick to utilize canned 
goods and prepared breakfast foods 
and other modern housekeeping ad- 
vantages. She recognizes the value 
of the department store and ready- 
made clothing. She understands 
the importance of the public school 



and the play-ground in the life of 
her child. Step by step she has 
kept pace with modern industrial 
and social development. Even in 
the isolation of her kitchen she can- 
not help feeling herself to be 'a part 
of the present-day socialized world. 
If she can only be made to under- 
stand that the ballot also is a tool, 
a modern tool to be employed by her 
as a means to an end, she will quick- 
ly learn to use that tool and — you 
may depend upon it — she will use 
it in the interest of her own, par- 
ticular sphere: the home and the 
family. 

• * * * 

MRS. O'HAGAN, enfranchised ci- 
tizen, will begin to question what 
candidates and which party promise 
her more sanitary dwellings, clean- 
er streets, rigorous food inspection, 
a reduction in the exorbitant cost 
of living, full time school attend- 
ance for her children, and more 
parks and play-grounds. She will 
stop at the street-corner and listen 
to the political speech that is ad- 



dressed to her, the voter. While 
sitting on the park bench during 
her hour of rest, she will have a 
new topic for conversation. Instead 
of discussing the neighbors, Mrs. 
Pat O'Hagan and Mrs. Franz Mul- 
ler will discuss for whom they are 
going to vote and why. Pat will 
discover a new, common interest 
between himself and the Misses. He 
will come down from his accustomed 
perch of male superiority, and will 
condescend to talk politics with his 
wife. Gradually Mrs. O'Hagan will 
feel her horizon expanding. The 
knowledge of something beyond her 
four walls to live and work for, the 
feeling of being a responsible mem- 
ber of a larger group, will give her 
a stimulus unknown since her girl- 
hood rays. 

Mrs. O'Hagan, once awakened, will 
not be deaf to the message of So- 
cialism. She will learn to under- 
stand what it will mean to her, the 
woman, this coming society in which 
all toilers will enjoy the full fruits 
of their toil, in which all the joys 
and beauties of life will be, not for 
a favored few, but for the masses. 
Together Mr. and Mrs. Pat O'Hag- 
an, the working class husband and 
wife, the father and mother of the 
next generation, must be won over 
to the Socialist' cause, must be 
taught to use their political power 
to hasten the coming of Socialism. 
* * * * 

THERE ARE IN the United States 
today eight million women perform- 
ing remunerative work outside the 
home. But the woman working in- 
side the home, performing unpaid 
toil in service of her family, never- 
theless still constitutes the major- 
ity. This majority represents the 
type that is most exploited and least 
free of all women in modern socie- 
ty. To reach this type, these mil- 
lions of Mrs. Pat O'Hagan's who 
dwell in our midst, to win for them 
the right to vote, to teach them 
how to use this right in their own 
interest and the interest of their 
families, that is one of the tasks of 
the Socialist Party in the present, 
nation-wide suffrage campaign. 



EXTRA! GOVERNMENT 
REPORT FOR SALE! 



Hundreds of Socialists have writ- 
ten to the Government custodian of 
Public Documents asking for copies 
of the press abstract of the United 
States Industrial Commission re- 
port. To all such Josiah Brinker, 
the superintendent of that depart- 
ment, has replied that there are no 
copies available, but that as soon 
as the full report is published he 
will send them the PRICE at which 
this will be sold. 

Frank P. Walsh, chairman of the 
commission, when asked about this 
said: 

"That is news to me. I am find- 
ing out more about those fellows in 
Washington -every hay; but I had 
never heard of a Government doc- 
ument being for sale. And of all 
documents that ought to be given 
out free, this one in my opinion is 
the chief. We have published ten 
thousand copies of our full report. 
The call for them has been some- 
thing tremendous. We get requests 
every ' day by the hundreds. Our 
appropriation is exhausted. We can 
do no more. I wish that Congress 
could be induced to order the print- 
ing of the report in quantities suf- 
ficiently large to supply all who de- 
sire it." 

The report is too bulky to publish 
in. full in The American Socialist. 
But all of our readers should have 
the opportunity to secure a full 
copy. It is a historic document. It 
may mark the turning point of our 
national industrial history from ty- 
ranny to democracy. You can help 
to get a copy by demanding of your 
Congressman that he vote for its 
publication in full quantity. Do 
this today, and keep it up until you 
have his promise. 



LABOR PULPIT OPENS. — J. C. Have- 

meyer's utlack' on Socialism for its "an- 
tagonism to religion'' lends added inter- 
est to the announcement that on Sunday, 
Ott. it. The Labor Pulpit and Forum will 
be opened by the Christian Socialist Fel- 
lowship of Chicago, holdings its sessions 
in Hall 601, Masonic Temple. The speak- 
er will be Rev. Irwin Tucker. 

Comrade Tucker formerly conducted 
"The Socialist Pulpit'' in St. Mark's 
Church, New York. Since coming to Chi- 
cago to edit The Christian Socialist, he 
has been connected with several Chicago 
Episcopal churches, all of which have 
di upper! him, because of his radical plain 
speaking. He has Written recently many 
strong articles for The American Socialist. 

The subjects for October will be as fol- 
lows: 

Oct. 3 — Can there be peace between 
I abor and Capital ? 

Oct. 10 — Evolution of the Bible. 

Oct 17 — Who wrote the Ten Command- 
ments? 

Oct. 24 — The Patriotism of the Proph- 
ets. 

Oct. :\1 — Jesus, the Revolutionist. 

Discussion of current labor topics in 
the light of the teachings of Jesus and the 
prophets will form a feature of each meet- 
ing. 



Young People's Dept. 

Organization — Education — Solidarity. 



WM. F. XRUSE, 



Director 



To reach the nation's youtn with 
the message of Socialism and to bring 
them into the organized Socialist 
movement through Young People's 
Socialist Leagues. 

Address all communications to: 

Socialist Party Young People's Dept. 

803 W. Madison St., Chicago. 



PARTY RELATIONSHIPS. 

The matter of settlement of dispute aris- 
ing between the Y. P. S. L. and the Par- 
ty Local being brought up in the report 
of the Y. P. S. L. Nat'l See'y., the N. E. 
C. of the Party adopted the following 
motion: 

"Motion by Germer: That we recom- 
mend, in case of any controversy between 
the Y. P. S. Li. and the Local of the So- 
cialist Party and their failure to adjust 
it locally and jointly, that it be reterred 
to the State Sec'y of the V. P. S. L., and 
the State Sec'y of the Socialist Parly, 
they to endeavor to adjust it. In states 
that are not organized (Y. P. S. L.) that 
it be left to the State Sec'y of the Social- 
ist Party and the National Secretary of 
the Y. P. S. L. Carried. 

This action has been accepted by the 
Y. P. S. L. National Committee. 



PEACE DAY. 

From all reports so far received, the 
Young Socialist International Peace Day, 
Sunday, Sept. 26th, was generally ob- 
served by the Leagues throughout the 
United States. 

St. Louis, (Mo.) made a special distri- 
bution of Anti-Jingo literature. 

In New York City, the - Manhattan 
Leagues held a monster Mass Meeting 
while the other counties arranged for 
special programs. ", 

A joint celebration by two Leagues, and 
supported by three waTd party brandies, 
the Y. P. S. L. County Federation, and 
several rhbral and fraternal societies filled 
the Woman's Trade Union League- Hall in 
Chicago. The speakers were .Carl D. 
Thompson, and Adolf Dreifuss, Translator-- 
Secretary of the German Federation. Sev- 
eral musical selections rounded out the 
program. 

Five Leagues in Northern New Jersey 
combined to hold a monster out-door meet- 
ing at "Rostrum Rock" on the Palisades 
overlooking the Hudson River. Fine 
speakers were heard, songs were sung, 
and the echoes of the cheers rang around 
the mighty cliffs. The following circles 
combined to make a big success of the 
meeting: Bayonne, G.reenville, Jersc.» 
City, Guttenberg and Leonia. The So- 
cialist Fife and Drum Corps also took a 
prominent part. 

Rochester, (N. Y.) Yipsel arranged for 
a big program, using that sent out by the 
National Office and adding considerable 
material of their own. 

The Pittsburg (Jewish) League held 
their celebration in conjunction with their 
.Annual Banquet. The combination wai> A 
very successful one. 

Many other leagues announce'd their in- 
tention of observing the day, but their 
reports have not been received as yet. 



NEW YORK CITY NOTICE. 

All orders for Y. P. S. L. supplies, liter- 
ature, buttons, etc., are to be handled ex- 
clusively through the office of the Inter- 
District Committee. Address all orders to 
Jos. Vernick, 126 Ave. "C." 

MUSIC. 

Joe . Gilliar, Major of our Champion So- 
cialist Fife and Drum Corps of Hudson 
County, N. J., has an ambitious program 
for the future of this line of Socialist 
work. 

He writes, "We ought to have a chain 
of corps all across the country so we 
could line up single file from our Club 
House and play the Marseilles from New 
York to the Coast; we would shake the 
world's foundations." 

They have made a pretty good start 
there^ having won at least twenty silver 
trophies in open competitions, one of them 
carrying with it the New Jersey Cham J 
pionship. At a recent picnic they had a 
"Mass, Corps Exhibition'' made up of five 
different Socialist Drum Corps all playing 
our good "Red" marches in unison. It 
ought to spur on other, cities to get up sim- 
ilar Corps. From all reports Chicago will 
soon swing into' line. How about the 
others ? . 

Oh, and does your League SING ? If it 
doesn't I'm afraid that you are neglect- 
ing one of the finest methods of holding 
good comrades together. Nothing makes 
so much for solidarity as a good old- 
fashioned song-fest. And there are. "Red" 
songs too, plenty of them. Get a collec- 
tion and start in. 



THE LITERATURE CAMPAIGN. 

Going up! We went a little higher, 
but by no means as fast as we should. 
At this rate it will be next year before 
we. even get together our order. Every 
League in the country intends to order at 
least a thousand, — the thing to do is to 
DO IT NOW! 

Name Order 
Brockton, Mass. 500 
Arlington, Wash. 1,000 
Chicago, IU. 20,000 
Pensylvania State 20.000 
New Jersey State 20,000 
Kokomo, Ind. 1,000 
Boston, Mass. 1,000 
Harvey, 111. 1,000 
Peoria, 111. 1,000 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 1,000 
Cincinnati, Ohio 1,000 



Total 



Paid 


Due 


1.00 






1.60 




20.00 


6.00 


14.00 


10.00 


10.00 


1.60 




1.60 




1.60 






1.60 


1.60 




1.60 




25.00 


47.20 


TO 


TOUB 



Alexandra Kollontay, a woman of 
international reputation, will tour 
the United States speaking for the 
Socialist Party. She is being routed 
directly by the Secretary of the 
German Federation, but dates for 
English lectures can also be made. 

Comrade Kollontay for years has 
been the official interpreter of the 
International Congresses, as she was 
born in Germany, reared in Eng- 
land, and has lived in other coun- 
tries, as well. This wide experience 
gives her the International view- 
point, and her message will be one 
that all Americans should hear. 

Requests for dates should be sent 
to A. Dreifuss, 803 W. Madison St., 
Chicago. 
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SUFFRAGE FOR ALL WORKERS 

By FREDA HOGAN 

Socialist State tecretarp of Arkansas 



AGAINST woman suffrage I have yet to read or hear a valid argumenl 
Without this right of half the governed to a voice in the shaping o 
their government, theie is no political democracy. 

But to working women suffrage is more than a sex right. We wan 
to vote not so much because we are woolen, as because we aie workers 
Hie rights 01 one bex aie not so much m s.akc us the rights of half tin 
working- clats. 

Between seven and eight million of us work for wages. We have fol 
lowed the work our granu niouitis did over f;.re place and with spinnin* 
wheel to the city factory and mill. Not only do we know nothing of th< 
protection some men ana women p.ate aoout, but our struggle of workinj 
aud living is keener tnan that of our brothers. We work for less money 
longer hours and under more intolerable conditions. The vote — when 
men and women think in connection with its use — is a potent force foi 
the betterment of conditions under which we live and labor. Our lack oi 
this weapon its one reason for our more ruthless exploitation. 

* % $ * 

WE HAD LAST year in Arkansas an instance of the "protection" 
working women receive. With a great show of fine feeling, what some ol 
them called ' modern chivalry" the state legislators enacted a minimun: 
wage law for women. Violations began. Courage was gathered to prose- 
cute the offenders. Fines were secured in justice court but the cases 
were appealed to circuit court, where the law was declared illegal. There 
it was shown th_tt t!ie bill passed by the House was changed before il 
reached the Senate and still other changes were made before the signature 
of Governor Hayes was affixed. 

Chivalrous legislation, it would seem, is not very carefully considered. 
Had the working women who desired this measure, who were its bene- 
ficiaries, represented a definite, political quantity the result might have 
been different. 

And let us look at the question of woman suffrage from th» stand- 
point of the fifteen or so million working class housewives. These women 
must do much with their husbands' wages, pitifully inadequate for the 
most part. Annually thousands of their bread winners are killed because, 
no union was strong enough and no laws were enacted compelling safei 
working conditions. And then, alone with their little ones, they take up 
an indescribably hard fight. They must buy the family's food and cloth-, 
ing — now prepared in the big factory and mill. There the private owner 
gives no thought to cleanliness nor health — only to grinding out ever 
larger profits. Two million of their children have gone to work. Daily- 
they fade and waste away before their eyes. Kinder to tie a dumb brute, 
fast and compel her to witness the murder of her young. The sons and. 
daughters of these women fill the saloons, the gambling halls and. 
brothels. 

All this is heartbreakingly close to the home. All comes within the 

concern — the most vital concern — of housewives and mothers. 

* ' * * * 

BUT NEITHER KNITTING needles, dish-washing nor talk will mend 
matters. In the plying of the tasks that come within the four walls of 
her house, however carefully and well, there is neither remedy nor cure. 

These are problems which have their place of solution in municipal, 
state and national legislative bodies. Voters name the men who make up 
these bodies. Legislators hold themselves responsible to their electors. 
Women cannot vote. They therefore cannot do properly their work — 
the work of home-makers and mothers. 

An enlightened working class, the world over, is engaged in a fight 
for a fuller, freer and happier life. Women are half the working class. 
They, too, are sellers of labor power; they are partners in the poverty 
and misery of their working class husbands. One way to reach this goal 
of ours is with votes. It is of interest to all that there shall be no cripples 
in our ranks — no fighters with one arm strapped to their side. En- 
franchise women that they may be better fighters! 

Let us have suffrage for ALL the working class. 



ELECTION 



Municipal Elections will soon take place in many cities 
and towns all over the nation. The campaign is now on. 

NOTHING WILL MAKE MORE SOCIALIST 
VOTERS QUICKER THAN A SYSTEMATIC DISTRI- 
BUTION OF LEAFLETS. 

Locals should start distributing leaflets now and 
should keep it up week after week until the day of the 
election. 

Here is a complete list of the National Office leaflets. 

Use this list in making your order. 

The following four-page leaflets sell at $1.60 per thousand, or 
20 cents per hundred, express prepaid; $1.00 per thousand in lots of 
5,000 or more, 1<Y 0. B. Chicago. " 

HOW MANY? SUBJECTS AND WRITERS. 

Why Should Catholic Workingmen Be Socialists? (Thompson) 

What Congress Ought To Do. (Thompson) 

A Prominent Priest's Defense of Socialism. 

Children' of the Poor. (Debs) 

Are Socialists Practical? (Thompson) 

Catholic Defense of Socialism. 

Socialist Party Platform. 

The Most Frequent Objections to Socialism. (Bicker) 

Municipal Ownership. (Thompson) 

Socialism and the Sword. (Kirkpatrick) 

Regulation a Failure and a Fraud. (Hoan) 

Join the Party. (BusseU) 

Have tha Socialists Made Good? (Thompson) 

Socialist Songs. 

Trade Unions and the Social Crisis. (Engdahl) 

What Is Socialism. (Thompson) 

Why the Negro Should Be a Socialist. (Woodbey) 

Why Socialists Pay Dues. 

Boytown Railroad. (Warren) 

Private Property. (Work) 

The Digger in the Earth. (Farmers' Leaflet) 

The Rising Tide of Socialism. (Thompson) 

The Parable of the Water-Tank. (Bellamy) 

The Parable of the Watsr-Tank. 

4 A Losson from the Chi cken-Coop. 

The War Manifesto. 

WOMEN'S LEAFLETS. 

Madam, How Will You Feed Your Family? (Berger) 

Frances E. Willard on Socialism. 

.' ' Woman, What WiU You Do With Your Ballot? (Thomas) 

Wage-Earning Women and the Ballot. (Lowe) 

\ . Wimmin Ain't Got No Kick. (O'Hare) 

Votes for Working Women. (Stern) 

\\[ To the Union Man's Wife. (Malklel) 

Sociflist Party and Woman Suffrage. (Lewis) 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton on Socialism. 

Woman — Comrade and Equal. (Debs) 

Woman's. Need of the Ballot. (Philips) 

To Wives, of Toilers. (Stern) 

Why You fhould Bo a Socialist. (Malkiel) 

To the Workingwoman. (Malkiel) 

The following two-page leaflet sells at 50 cents per thousand, 
prepaid; 76 cents per thousand west of Rocky Mountains : 

How Socialism Would Meet the War Crisis. 

The following 16 -page leaflets sell at $3.50 per thousand; SO 
cents per hundred, express prepaid; $25.00 for ten thousand, F. 0. B. 
Chicago : 

The Bombshell That Henry Ford Fired. (Benson) 

, Socialism the Lone Foe of War. (Benson) 

A set of sample leaflets sent FREE for a list of 4 sub- 
scribers to The American Socialist at 25 cents each. 
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NATIONAL OFFICE SOCIALIST PARTY 

803 W. MADISON St., CHICAGO, ILL. 



